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THE Bishop of Reading joined 
hundreds of peace activists at a 
Berkshire nuclear weapons 
factory for what was described 
as the biggest blockade of the 
site’s gates in years. 

The Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell 
joined faith groups for a service, 
outside the Atomic Weapons 
Establishment (AWE) in 
Aldermaston. He met Christian 
peace protesters who had taken 
part in an all-night vigil, praying 
every hour, on the hour. 

The blockade was held in 
protest at the replacement of 
the Trident submarine missile 
system. Nuclear weapons for the 
system are manufactured at 
AWE. 

Bishop Stephen arrived at 7am 
to meet members of the 
Christian Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament and other faith 
groups, on Monday 15 February. 
Later a service was led by Bishop 
of Bristol, the Rt Revd Mike Hill. 
Bishop Mike is a former 
Archdeacon of Berkshire. 

He said there were a number 
of reasons Christians should be 
concerned about Trident. He 
said: “There are no circum- 
stances where something with 
the indiscriminate power to kill 
and destroy should be used. 
I realise not all Christians agree 
with the unilateralist position 
I take, but even if you take a 
multilateral position, Trident 
doesn’t make sense. 

“Trident is costing billions of 
pounds at a time when the 



military are stretched. How 
about buying decent body 
armour and more helicopters 
for our forces? 

“Then there’s a security 
question. Are the needs of 
security in the modern world 
met by nuclear weapons? They 
are no good against a terrorist 
with a bomb in his rucksack get- 
ting on the tube. There is an 
economic question. Billions of 
pounds could be spent on farms, 
schools and houses rather than 
weapons. 

“Finally we are trying to 
dissuade countries like Iran 



from getting nuclear weapons. 
How can we go to a debating 
table and say ‘y ou mustn’t have 
nuclear weapons’ when we are 
busy renewing our own? Trident 
is in danger of increasing the 
proliferation of nuclear 
weapons.” 

Bishop Stephen added: “I’ve 
been involved in a number of 
marches and protests and they 
have a carnival atmosphere. 
When I go to Aldermaston, things 
are a bit more on edge, but the 
police were wonderful. They have 
a very difficult job to do.” 

In February 2007 General 



Synod debated the issue of 
Trident. A motion was carried 
which called on Christians to 
make informed contributions to 
the issues raised by Trident in 
the light of Christian teaching 
about just war. It suggested that 
upgrading Trident was contrary 
to the spirit of the UK’s 
obligations under international 
law. 
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In protest: police and peace campaigners at AWE. Inset: Bishop Stephen. 
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Prayer 6^ reflection 

The broken body of God 



The Revd Tessa Kuin 
Lawton reflects on Mary’s 
experience of the broken 
body of her crucified son. 

I n the past three months, since 
Christmas began, we have seen 
Jesus held close by Mary: as she 
brings him into the world, after 
fleeing from the wrath of an 
insane tyrant and as she enters the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

He has also been held close by those 
she has offered him to: shepherds 

coming down from the wild hills of 
Bethlehem, Magi who travelled such a 
distance to see him, Simeon and Anna, 
who have waited their whole lives for this 
moment. 

Just before he begins his final journey, 
he is held by another, who caresses his 
feet and wipes tears away with her hair as 
she anoints him in preparation for his 
death. But it is this holding after death by 
the woman who tended to his every phys- 
ical need when he was a child that cap- 
tured the imagination of Michaelangelo 
and of all those who have seen it since. 

The statue, the ‘Pieta’ stands at the 
door of St Peter’s in Rome. It is hard to 
see any emotion in Mary’s face and so we 
are left to gauge her feelings from the 
way in which mother and son are created 
out of one block of marble. 

The way his body is hewn out of the 
folds of her clothes. The angle of her 
head as she watches over him. The way 
his hand still seems to hold her skirt, even 
in death. The only part of the marble 
which breaks this intimate union between 
mother and son is her hand, held out in 




Pieta (marble) by Buonarroti, Michelangelo (1475-1564) St Peter's, Vatican, Rome/The Bridgeman Art Library 



the same way a priest holds out their 
hands in prayer, at the altar. This is the 
hand that invites us into the picture, to be 
part of it, to stand before her grief and 
reflect. 

And the reflection is almost too much 
to bear. Because this broken body, this 
very human form is the immediate result 
of our petty jealousies and fears, of polit- 
ical thinking extrapolated to the wrong 
conclusion, of hopes infected with last- 
minute realism and the capitulation of 
peer pressure. The Passion narratives we 
rehearse during Holy Week are a painful 
indictment of the worst kind of human 
nature and, 21 centuries on, we know our 
part in His death is as real now as it ever 
was. The Pieta is not the Cross: familiar 
symbol of atonement and comfort to 
those who bring their suffering to ‘the 
foot of the cross’. 

‘ This is the human cost of 
our sin. ’ 



It is the next installment of the story. 
An imagined moment in which Mary 
gathers up the horror of her crucified 
child as the thunder clouds gather and 
the earth is covered in darkness. It is this 
unfamiliarity that forces us to think about 
the story from a different persepctive 
and, in doing so, sheds new light on the 
meaning of these 40 days of penitence. 
This is the human cost of our sin. This 
broken body is God. What have we done? 

The Revd Tessa Kuin Lawton is chaplain of 
Magdalen College School, Oxford and Curate in 
Training at Bampton with Clanfield. 



March prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

Mon 1 : Blackbird Leys: clergy David Parry, 
Roger Burne, Pamela Baker. 

Tue 2: Cowley: clergy Howard Thornton, 
Susannah Reide, Richard Chand. All at Oxford St 
Christopher (VC), Oxford St Francis (VC) & 
Oxford St James (VC) Schools. 

Wed 3: Cowley St John: clergy Adam 
Romanis, Sabina Alkire, Alwin Samuel; LLMs Jon 
Bowden, Janet Proudman, Philip Clayton. All at 
Oxford SS Mary & John (VA) School. 

Thu 4: Headington Quarry: clergy Tim Stead, 
David Owen, David Saville, Peter Boulton-Lea, 
Rachel Weir, Alastair Wood; lay pastor Deidre 
Twycross. All at Oxford Headington Quarry (VC) 
School. 

Fri 5: Headington St Andrew: clergy Michael 
Brewin; LLM David Price. All at Oxford St 
Andrew’s (VC) School. The Women’s World Day 
of Prayer for the people of Cameroon. 

Sat 6: Headington St Mary: clergy Jonathan 
Sewell. 

Mon 8: Highfield: clergy James Cocke; LLMs 
James Larminie, Eve Vause. 

Tue 9: Iffley: clergy Andrew McKearney, Gill 
Hancock; LLM Sarah McKearney. 

Wed 1 0: Littlemore: clergy Margareet 
Armitstead, Helen-Ann Hartley, Teresa Morgan, 
John Muddiman. All at John H Newman (VA) 
School and Oxford Academy. 



Thu 11: Marston and Elsfield: clergy Tony 
Price, Anne Holmes, Alison Price; LLMs David 
Cranston, Ben Knighton. 

Fri 12: New Marston: clergy Elaine Bardwell; 
LLM Alison Salvesen. All at Oxford St Michael’s 
(VA) School. 

Sat 1 3: Oxford St Clement: clergy Bruce 
Gillingham; LLMs Toby Garfitt, Theresa Gray, 
Kenneth Howson. 

Mon 15: Sandford on Thames: clergy Robert 
Morgan; LLMs Liz Shatford, Brian Andrews. 

Tue 1 6: Beedon and Peasemore with West 
llsley and Farnborough: clergy John Toogood, 
John Townend, Denise Brown, Mary Harwood, 
Graham Stacey, Kate Stacey. All at Beedon (VC) 
School. 

Wed 17: Brightwalton with Catmore, 
Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth and Fawley: 

clergy John Townend, Denise Brown, Mary 
Harwood, Graham Stacey, Kate Stacey. All at 
Brightwalton (VA) and Chaddleworth (VC) 
Schools. 

Thu 18: Chieveley with Winterbourne & 
Oare: clergy John Toogood, Denise Brown, Mary 
Harwood, Graham Stacey. 

Fri 19: Eastbury with East Garston: clergy 
Tony Cumberlidge. 

Sat 20: Greenham: clergy John Clarke, John 
Bramhall, Brian Jones. 

Mon 22: Hermitage team: clergy Rita Ball, 
Tony Lynn, Martin Cawte; LLMs Richard Betts, 
John Davies. All at Cold Ash St Mark’s (VC), 



Compton (VC), Hampstead Norreys (VC) & 
Yattendon (VA) Schools. 

Tue 23: Hungerford with Denford: clergy 
Andrew Sawyer. 

Wed 24: Kintbury with Avington: clergy Julie 
Ramsbottom, Cathy Pynn, Caroline Robinson, 
Matthew Cookson. All at Kintbury St Mary’s (VC) 
School. 

Thu 25: Lambourn: clergy Tony Cumberlidge. 
All at Lambourn (VC) School. 

Fri 26: Newbury team: clergy David Stone, 
Sarah Alexander, Paul Cowan, James Cook, 
Murray Woolnough; LLMs Jane Sutton, Elizabeth 
Pook, Terry Winrow; youth minister Paul 
Reisbach. All at Newbury St John Evangelist (VA) 
and Newbury St Nicolas (VA) Schools 

Sat 27: Shaw cum Donnington: clergy 
Marion Drobig. All at Shaw cum Donnington (VC) 
School. 

Mon 29: Thatcham: clergy Tom Moffatt, Pete 
Jarvis, Marion Fontaine, Becky Bevan, Brenda 
Harland. All at Thatcham Park (VC) School. 

Tue 30: Welford with Wickham and Great 
Shefford, Boxford and Stockcross: clergy John 
Townend, Denise Brown, Mary Harwood, Graham 
Stacey. All at Welford & Wickham (VC), Shefford 
(VC) & Stockcross (VA) Schools. 

Wed 31 : West Woodhay with Enborne, 
Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen and Combe: clergy 
Julie Ramsbottom, Cathy Pynn, Caroline 
Robinson, Charles Pakenham; LLM Matthew 
Cookson. All at Enborne (VA) School. 



Sundays 

Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for God has been gracious to 
you; you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called Son of the Most High. ’ 

(NRSVLk 1:30-32a) 

7 MARCH: COWLEY DEANERY : area dean Bruce Gillingham, 
lay chair Andy Gosler, secretary Rachel Edwards, treasurer Trevor 
Jones, fresh expressions minister Matt Rees, workplace chaplain 
Peter Steddon, LLM Alan Wakely. The people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. Pondering the implications of plans for 
new housing beyond Greater Leys; considering a deanery mission 
in 2011. The Anglican Church in Congo, primate Henry Kahwa 
Isingoma. 

14 MARCH: MOTHERING SUNDAY Parish and district council- 
lors serving the people of the deanery of Cowley. Communities 
whose lives have been devastated by the earthquake in Haiti. 
Mothers trying to bring up their children in poverty. The Church of 
England, primate Rowan Williams. 

21 MARCH: PASSION SUNDAY Newbury deanery: Secretary 
Susan Stevenson, treasurer Martin Cawte, chaplain to the deaf 
Roger Williams. For the new area dean and lay chair of the deanery 
synod. The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the dean- 
ery. The Diocesan Board of education, director Leslie Stephens. 

The Anglican Church in Hong Kong, primate Paul Kwong. 

28 MARCH: PALM SUNDAY Parish and district councillors 
serving the people of the deanery of Newbury. The work of the 
Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility, chair Martin Conway. The 
Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean, primate Ian Ernest. 
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Storage needed for 
emergency food bank 



By Jo Duckies 



A GROWING charity that 
provides food for people in need 
is looking for new storage space. 

The Oxford Emergency 
Foodbank started in April 2008. 
It meets in St Francis Church, 
Cowley to hand out food people 
in crisis situations. 

Fast year it fed 1,200 people, 
including around 500 children. 
It is run as a cafe, where people 
can turn up and have a coffee 
and a chat with welcoming 
volunteers. It is one of several 
foodbanks that have been 
opening up across the UK. 

One of its founders, Jane 
Benyon said: “Most of the food is 
donated through churches in 
Oxford across denominations 
and we think of ourselves as a 
Christian outreach to the 
community.” 

“It’s not long term support. 
Most people come for a few 
weeks, taking a maximum of 
three to four parcels. They are 
usually those who might have 
suddenly lost their job and are in 
the application process for bene- 
fits or they might have suddenly 
had their hours cut, and have 
less money coming in. Or some- 
one might be coming off disability 
allowance and it can take six to 
eight weeks to get Job Seekers 
Allowance. There is no longer an 
‘on tick’ system where you can 
go to your local shop, get food 
and pay at the end of the week. 




“Another group are people 
coming out of prison and having 
to wait for their benefits. 

“People come in when they 
have reached the bottom. They 
are very low, and we make sure 
there is someone on hand to 
chat to them.” 

She said food is currently 
stored in barns in Bladon, but 
that means it has to be transported 
backwards and forwards. “We’ve 
given away 22,000 items of food 
since we opened so we are now 
in the process of trying to find 
somewhere to store food in the 
Cowley area. I know space is at a 
premium and storage is hugely 
expensive. 

People are referred to the 
foodbank through voluntary and 
statutory agencies including 
Social Services. 

If you can offer a space for 
food storage, call 01993 810622 
or 01865 876439. 



ION LINE 



For more information see 
www.ceoxford.co.uk 



Fresh funds for youth evangelism 



THIS year sees the Oxford 
Diocese being able to apply for 
grants from the national Youth 
Evangelism Fund. 

This will enable young people 
to access grants of between £200 
and £3000 for ideas and projects 
that enable them to explore 
faith with their friends. See 
www.youthevangelismfund.org/ 
to see some of the things that 
have already been funded; from 
Acts of Random Kindness in a 
school to funding a beach hut 
for the summer to a group who 
wanted to share their faith with 
their surfer friends. 




The deadline is 15 May so the 
conversations, praying, dreaming 
and planning need to start now. 

For more information contact 
the Diocesan Youth Adviser, Ian 
MacDonald who is happy to to 
visit churches to talk about the 
fund, on ian.macdonald@ 
oxford.anglican.org or 01865 
208253. 



More honours for local people 



LAST month the Door said 
congratulations to people from 
the Oxford Diocese who were 
included in the New Year 
Honours Fist. Sadly we missed a 
couple. These were Tom Benyon 
and John Symonds, and we would 
like to congratulate them too. 

Tom is founder of Zane Trust, 
which works in Zimbabwe. He 
received an OBE. Tom worships 
at St Andrew’s. Oxford and is a 
member of General Synod. 

John Symonds was given an 
MBE. John has been a school 
governor/chair of governors at 



St Mary’s and All Saints CE 
School, Reading, for more than 
34 years as well as carrying out 
other work in the school. 

He was involved in the 
planning and design and 
buildings of Abbeyfield House 
care home and has been a daily 
visitor since it opened in 1996. 

He was also a churchwarden 
for more than 40 years and 
involved in the remodelling of 
the church and building and 
purchase of extra land for the 
churchyard. 



The acoustic room 




EVERYTHING from thrash metal to gentle folk tunes is 
being performed at The Acoustic Room, the new open mic 
night at St Mary’s, Witney. 

The night was started by Jean Greenway, churchwarden, 
when she realised how successful open mic events were in 
pubs. She says: “It is attracting people who might not 
normally venture inside a church. 

“We wanted to provide a venue where youngsters can come 
and be encouraged. There’s a lot of talent and in a pub 
people can feel vulnerable, particularly if they are not 
experienced.” The first was a huge success with 44 people 
packed into the Winchester Room in the church, 16 of them 
performers, aged from 17 to 85. 

“It was really promising and we had a poet too, so hopefully 
we have found a little niche,” said Jean. “One of the 
youngsters came through and said it’s an acoustic room 
and I thought: ‘yes, that’s the name’.” 

“One man came with a squeeze box and he was absolutely 
spot on. He looked like a heavy metal musician but came out 
with traditional music. A lot of performers had written their 
own music. 

“One lad was very nervous and asked if he could borrow a 
guitar. He played slide guitar and did his own songs. One of 
them said they thought of people at St Mary’s as Bible 
bashers, but realised through this we are okay people.” 



Campaign against lapdancing 



A CAMPAIGN supporting an 
appeal against a lap dancing 
licence at an Oxford city centre 
bar is gaining momentum. 

The licence was for Thirst 
Fodge, which is a stone’s throw 
from St Ebbe’s Church in 
Pennyfarthing Place, Oxford. 
The Revd Vaughan Roberts, 
Rector of St Ebbe’s, appealed 
against the licence in late 2009. 

The nearby St Aldate’s 
Church, the Oxford branch of 
The Salvation Army, Oxford 
University Student Union, some 
of the university colleges and 
JCRs and members of the 
Muslim community have joined 
forces to support the appeal. A 
Facebook Group has attracted 
809 members. 



Dr Fucy Bannister, PA to 
Vaughan Roberts, said: “We are 
delighted with the support we 
are getting form a range of 
organisations and individuals 
who are opposed to Thirst 
Fodge opening as a lap dancing 
club. 

“People are recognising the 
detrimental impact this will have 
on the city centre.” 

The appeal will be heard at 
Oxford Magistrates Court on a 
date to be fixed. 

To object to lap dancing at 
Thirst Fodge, write to Oxford 
Magistrates Court, The Court 
House, P.O. Box 37, Speedwell 
Street, Oxford, OX1 1RZ, 
quoting the reference: 
09/ 01005/PREM. 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Guiding centenary 

WHAT is your Guide pack doing to 
celebrate the centenary of the 
movement? 

More than 550,000 members in 
the UK and countless more across 
the world have been holding 
special events to mark 1 00 years of 
guiding. Those celebrations will 
come to a head in the UK with a 
national party in Oxford in October 
being broadcast to churches, 
homes, community halls and other 
guiding venues across the UK. 

And The Door wants to hear 
what the Guides in Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire are 
doing to celebrate. Please email 
doornews@googlemail.com with 
your news and photographs. 



Spiritual training 

A NEW introductory course for 
spiritual direction is set to start at 
Douai Abbey, near Reading, in 
September. 

The course looks at the 
relationship of spiritual direction in 
the light of participants’ own life 
experience and the experience of 
being alongside others, to explore 
Christian understanding of personal 
growth and fulfilment and to relate 
this experience to the Christian 
tradition of spiritual direction. 

Most days will include different 
prayer experiences, practical and 
experiential sessions and some 
theoretical input. 

For more information contact 
Lynette Harborne on 
lynette@innpact.co.uk, visit 
www.soulfriend.org.uk or call 
01844 343442. 



Easter ingredients 

THERE’S still time to order your 
Easter Ingredients cards and the 
Easter edition of Open Door. 

If you received the Christmas Open 
Door, you will automatically receive 
the Easter one, but if not, email 
debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican. 
org before 1 March 2010. 

The Easter Ingredeients cards can 
be ordered through Debbie on the 
email address above. The deadline 
is 5 March. 

On the box 

THE Door was featured as a prop 
in an episode of the ITV drama, the 
Midsomer Murders , which was 
broadcast last month. 

The episode, The Sword of 
Guillaume featured St Mary’s, 
Adwell, Thame and a church in 
Chesham Bois, Buckinghamshire. 

It was broadcast on Wednesday 
1 0 February. 

Ask your bishop 

NEXT month sees the return of the 
popular Ask Your Bishop column. 

This time it is Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher’s turn to answer the 
burning questions you have always 
wanted to ask a bishop, but never 
had the chance. Email your 
questions to 

jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org. 
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Cheers to Valentine s 




By Jo Duckies 

A ROMANTIC Valentine’s meal was one 
of the first events to take place in the 
newly refurbished St Mary le More 
Church, Wallingford. 

The event was open to those who had 
just got together through to people 
about to celebrate their Golden wedding 
anniversary, as a way to enjoy some time 
together. It was followed by tips on 
improving relationships. 

Food was donated by the Old Post 
Office restaurant, served by Ambassadors 
Catering and the meal was accompanied 
by pianist Maff Potts. Flowers were 
donated by local florist, Branching Out. 

The event was a way of introducing 
couples to the Marriage Course, which 
will be run at the church in the near 
future. The Marriage Course aims to 
help couples grow closer together. 



Helen Shephard who married her 
husband, Ralph, in the church, five years 
ago, arranged the meals. 

She said: “We’ve been wanting to run 
the marriage course for ages and now we 
have no pews and a warm, light, pleasant 
environment, it seemed the perfect time 
to do it. The night went really well. 
Seventeen couples came along and one 
man said after watching the Marriage 
Course video that being a grandparent 
and parent, he sometimes forgets he is 
also a husband. 

“The people who came to serve the 
food didn’t run away afterwards, they 
stayed to watch the video. It was lovely 
and it was about the community coming 
together.” 

If you are interested in doing the 
Marriage Course at St Mary’s contact 
Helen on 07860 256163. 



Record raised by Ride and Stride 



DESPITE the economic downturn record 
amounts were raised in 2009 during the 
annual Ride and Stride. 

More than £121,000 has been banked 
by the Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust. Sixteen Churches raised more than 
£1,000. St Mary, Wootton, All Saints 
Rotherfield Peppard and St Peter and St 
Paul, Swalcliffe, raised more than £2,000 
and St Mary, Holwell and Mary Magdalen, 
Oxford both raised over £3,000. 
The Revd John Tattersall was the most 
successful individual fund-raiser visiting 
32 churches and raising over £2,700 for 
Swalcliffe Church’s roof repairs. 

Neil Speight, cycling for St Mary 
Magdalen, Oxford, benefited from a 
competition being advertised by 
JustGiving for a film title/food pun; a 
member of the congregation entered and 
won the £1,000 prize, which Nigel added 
to his sponsorship money. 

He cycled over 30 miles visiting 33 
churches in and around Oxford and 
came to the conclusion that “such places 
are seriously worth keeping, not least 
because the human activities going on 
within are as uplifting as the buildings 
themselves”. 

The highest number of churches visited 
was 83 by Simon Blainey of Wesley 



Memorial Church, Oxford, who covered 
75 miles. Grace Fredericks, 101, was the 
oldest person to take part. She walked to 
Churches in Charlbury in aid of the 
Friends Meeting House. Miss Fredericks 
paced herself, visiting a few churches in 
the morning, taking a rest and then visit- 
ing more in the afternoon. Records show 
the oldest person previously to take part 
was a 99-year-old clergyman. Tory leader 
David Cameron takes part every year. 

The Ride and Stride this year is on 
Saturday 11 September. 




News 



IN BRIEF 



Taize taster 

A Taize service will be held on March 1 8th 
at St Clements Church Oxford. 

It will be an evening for leaders and 
teenagers to hear a bit more about Taize 
and to experience some Taize worship. 

Brother Paolo of Taize will be at the 
event and you can find out about the 
Diocesan trip this summer. The taster 
starts at 7.30pm and finishes at 9pm. 
Book through carolyn. main 
@oxford. anglican.org 

Urban priorities 

THE challenges and joys of working in 
urban areas will be shared at a forum to 
be held on Tuesday 1 6 March. 

The event will focus on arts based 
activity and social transformation. Guest 
speaker will be the Revd Pam Wise, Vicar 
of South Oxhey, on the edge of Watford, 
where the BBC2 series The Choir was 
recently filmed. She will tell the story of 
how the choir transformed individual lives 
and the estate. 

The forum takes place 1 0am to 1 pm, 
ending with a free lunch at St Clement’s 
Family Centre, Cross Street, Oxford, OX4 
IDA. 

Clergy and lay people involved in 
ministry in urban areas or those in a paid 
or voluntary capacity in church-related 
community projects are welcome. To book 
a place contact Alison Webster on 
alison.webster@oxford.anglican.org or 
01865 208213. 




Quality bespoke church furniture 
makers from concept to delivery. 
Single items to complete re-orders. 



The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR 
Telephone & Fax: 01934 618111 
Email: info (gfullersfinerfurniture.co .uk 
www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 




FOR All YOUR ENVELOPE NEEDS 

Boxed Se£i of Envelopes 
Booklet Envelopes 
Gift Aid Envelopes 
Stock Designs Bespoke 

Linn 6 i-iiy*wk! Lane 1 . ti Nr AX 1 1 Hi I 



Tel: 01942 402510 

Fax: 01942 4D2519 



b: uleuR’takitchurcJi.EGm vi\w j: iKltedhurckinirt 



Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from IQ weeks to 1 year) 



WWW. NeverEverTheSame mm 



Eltel Ministries +44(0)1252 794 060 



The Home of Devenish 

Weymouth Dorset 

There are 23 Bungalows and 2 
flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (exclud- 
ing Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) pro- 
viding they are members of the 
Church of England. 



Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled. 

For further information or an application form please contact: 

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish, 

Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street, 

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA 

Telephone: 01305 813895 

w ww.de venishhomes .or g 

Registered Charity No. 202400 
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News 



NEW 

AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION. 
BIOGRAPHV/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY, SPIRITUAUSELF-HELP. 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN'S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 
i nfo@athenapress.com 




5 FREE SPECIALIST 
_ 5J CATALOGUE 

JION^ 

LIT 

ECIAIISTS 



Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 



Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 



DEACONS NURSERY 



Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 



Emai I : info@deaconsnurseryfruitscD.uk 
or visit our website 



www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 




A safe pair of hands at a difficult time 
we specialise in post-funeral receptions 

The Positive Reception Company 

We think of everything 
so you don’t have to 

01635 280543 Andrea Cook 01235 420902 
www.thepositivereceptioncompany.co.uk 

CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 

Free Sample Pack of foam &. fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote DR0310 

Writing four Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 




M 



NEAR TO PARIS - EASY ACCESS 
INTENSIVE AND PART-TIME CLASSES 
SPECIAL SHORT SESSION IN APRIL 
SPECIAL SUMMER SESSION IN JULY 
OFFICIAL EXAM CENTRE 
HOUSING ■ CHILD CARE SERVICE 




Cop sets up appeal for a fairer deal 



A POLICEMAN was so moved by the 
poverty and injustice he saw during a trip 
to South Africa he has set up a fundrais- 
ing appeal to support charity work in the 
country. 

Sgt Chris Geen is Thames Valley branch 
leader of the Christian Police Association 
(CPA) and recently visited Johannesburg 
as a UK CPA ambassador. 

Chris, who worships at St Mary’s, 
Bletchley, gained insights into and devel- 
oped links with South African police. He 
gave a presentation on Thames Valley 
Police’s faith community engagement 
and visited an African village. 

The CPA is supporting ‘Zone Two’ a 
camp in North East South Africa that 
helps 8,000 refugees from Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe. It also helps the Mavhuza 
community that has been set up to devel- 
op sustainable and transformational 
change, in partnership with the 
Pointman Project, which aims to identify 
young future leaders of the local commu- 
nity and train them in ethical leadership 
and life mentoring skills. 

Chris said: “It was a fantastic trip and 
gave me a real insight into how people 
live in this part of Africa. I will definitely 
be going back there. We met people who 
live in extreme conditions of poverty and 




ONLINE 



See www.mycharitypage.com/ 
christianpoliceassociation for more 
information. 



Right is Sgt Chris Geen in uniform, with a South 
African police officer and inspector and Anna, the 
Secretary of the South African CPA. Above is a 
shanty town. 



wealth, and it really is a very different 
world to the one we live in. 

“I felt so moved by the plight of the 
people that I have set up a fundraising 
appeal to support South Africa CPA in 
their charity work to help alleviate 
poverty.” 



Raising preserves 

THE second Festival of Marmalade took place last month in 
Hambleden, raising more than £1,200 towards the restoration of 
a chalk pillar in St Mary the Virgin Church. 

The two day event saw 255 jars of marmalade submitted by 63 
entrants in 11 categories. The contest was open to anyone living 
in the five parishes in the Hambleden Valley Group of Churches 
and the Sunday was declared Marmalade Sunday at St Mary’s. 

The service of Matins was preceded by a peel (sic) from the 
bells. The church was decorated with flower arrangements 
featuring oranges and lemons. Lay Minister Sue Brice’s sermon 
was spread generously with a marmalade theme. The marmalade 
will be available on Sunday afternoons and Bank Holidays from 
30th May to 26th of September at church teas. 

The Verger of Hambleden Parish Church, Alan Armstrong, 
said: “The maintenance of this much loved church requires 
continuous effort and considerable sums of money. The parish 
church receives no state funding so we rely on individuals to 
provide the necessary financial support.” 




Angus Armstrong collects his First Prize certificate for Seville 
orange marmalade from Sue Webb of McNeills Fine Foods Ltd 



Get thee to a monastery 



PEOPLE in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire are invited to spend 24 
hours in a monastery next month. 

The Get Thee To a Monastery scheme is 
set for April 19 to 24 and aims to enrich 
the spiritual lives of any who feel drawn 
or who may just be curious. 

This day, which includes the 12-hour 
Greater Silence, (silence between the 
final service of the day and the main serv- 
ice the next morning), will provide time 
for prayer, worship and meditation and 
also working and talking with those who 
do this every day. Religious Communities 
have been described as the ‘praying heart 
of the Church’. If this is so, then they are 
a resource which church members 
should feel free to call on and use as 
imaginatively as possible. 

If you are faced with a difficult problem 
concerning yourself or your family, then 



the Brothers and Sisters will be on hand 
to pray for you. The day should proivde 
the chance to switch off your mobile 
phone or Blackberry, and recharge your 
batteries, perhaps reading, sleeping or 
doing some art work. 

If a day is not enough, then is is possi- 
ble to have a few day s for retreat, resting 
and joining in the regular Daily Office of 
praise and the scriptures, talking through 
the ideas which emerge with someone 
experienced in listening but not directly 
involved in your situation. 

Some Communities have facilities for 
groups to come for Away Days or plan- 
ning meetings, where the ambience of 
prayer and peacefulness is refreshing and 
helpful for considering new approaches. 

The benefits may be such that you may 
want to form stronger links with the 
Community, following a simple Rule of 



life and supporting them in prayerful and 
practical ways. 

The list of all participating communi- 
ties may be found by contacting 
info@gttam.org.uk 

In Oxford, for information about All 
Saints Sisters of the Poor, www. assp ox- 
ford. org please contact Sister Jean 
Raphael on 01865-249127 or jean- 
raphael@socallss.co.uk to discuss their 
day which runs from evening on 19 to 20 
April. For Sisters of the Love of God, 
www.slg.org.uk please contact Sister 
Clare-Louise on 01865-721301 about 
their day from 4pm on 20 to 4pm on 21 
April. 

For a full list of the religious communi- 
ties in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire see the Diocese of 
Oxford Yearbook. 
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Family 



What to tell the children 



After The Door’s ‘Ask Your Bishop’ question and answer series, 
Bishop John was asked how to answer when a three-year-old 
asked ‘Why did Jesus die?’ In response, Diocesan Children’s 
Advisor, Yvonne Morris came up with some guidelines for 
communicating the Gospel to children. 




Three days later they found 
Jesus sitting in the temple, 
listening to the teachers and 
asking them questions. ’ 

Luke 2:46. 

T hinking about the verse 

above, I often wonder what 
questions Jesus asked and 
how the teachers responded 
to him. All we know is that 
‘They were amazed at his understanding 
and insights.’ I can say with confidence 
that anyone who lives or works with chil- 
dren has, at some point, been asked a 
tricky question that has caused you to 
stumble, mumble, and possibly even 
grumble and yet have been amazed by 
the wisdom and insights children so 
often bring. 

I frequently get asked about dealing 
with difficult questions so here are some 
top principles to consider with Easter 
coming up, that easy to trip over ques- 
tion ‘Why did Jesus Die?’. 

Don’t say the first answer that comes 
into your head 

Adults spend a lot of energy ‘unlearn- 
ing’ things from their childhood 
because they’ve been given un-thought- 
out, flippant and rushed answers to 
questions. Take a deep breath and buy 
some time by repeating the question 
back to the child and asking them what 
they think. 

Plan ahead — think it through 

The seasons in the Church calendar are 
no surprise. They are the same every 
year so use this to help. Before Lent, 
think about likely questions about Lent 
and Easter. It’s the same with Pentecost, 
Christmas, Remembrance and Patronal 
Festivals. Although you can never pre- 



dict the exact questions that will come 
up, you can give yourself some founda- 
tions to say “It’s interesting you should 
ask I that, I was recently reading about 
that...” 

For our own faith journey it’s impor- 
tant to keep revisiting the question of 
why Jesus died for me. If you haven’t 
done so recently I would encourage you 
to ask again “Why is it important for 
me?” Then you can easily share your 
response and own it. “I believe...’ or 
‘What a good question” can be our 
replies. You know people have been 
asking questions about Jesus since he 
lived on earth over 2000 years ago. 

It’s okay not to know the answer 
This is a very hard principle for adults 
but children are very used to researching 
their own projects. If you don’t know 
something, work out together how you 
might find out. See it is an opportunity 
to explore faith and learn together - not 
that you are a failure because you don’t 
know. 

Watch your language 

Use words and concepts that are 
appropriate to the child’s age, maturity 
and experience. Think about your 
answer. One example is “One reason 
Jesus died is because people have done 
wrong things that make God sad, like 
the time mummy shouted at you today/ 
your brother took your toy/ you pushed 
the girl at school. We felt better after we 
said sorry and gave each other a hug. 
Jesus dying on the cross is a bit like that 
- he takes away the bad things and the 
sad and cross feelings so that we can be 
close to God again. This is why it so 
important for us to say sorry to each 
other and to God when we upset each 
other. Every week we say a special sorry 
prayer in church, but we can talk to God 
and say sorry any time.” You might 



prefer to highlight other aspects of the 
story, so think it through. 

Let the story speak for itself 
In my opinion, letting the story speak 
for itself is a critical aspect of a building 
a child’s faith foundations. We don’t 
need to fill the story with ourselves, we 
need God to fill the story with God. So 
have an appropriate version of the Bible 
at the ready. For children aged eight to 
12 www.kidsbible.com or the 
Contemporary English Version are 
helpful. For children up to 8 Th ejesus 
Storybook Bible, The Lion First Bible, and 
My First Message Bible all give good 
versions of the story in my opinion. 

I find The Amazing Journey by Susie 
Poole a fantastic version with beautiful 
illustrations that provide much 
discussion. This one is so good because 
it starts at the very beginning with 
creation, Noah and then Jesus, offering 
the children an insight into the whole 
story of God. (She also does this with 
The Christmas Journey.) Looking at this 
version, I remember when my daughter 
was four, looking at the picture of the 



crucifixion and she said: “He’s got blood 
on him. It must have hurt.” ‘Yes, it did. 

It hurt a lot,” was my only response. 

Jesus asked questions all the time and 
he often answered questions with 
questions. This is a principle worth 
cultivating in our ministry with children. 
Remember the old proverb ‘He that 
nothing questions, nothing learns’. 

We must encourage and train children 
to keep asking until they find out what 
they need to know and who knows what 
we will learn in the process! A very 
useful resource on this issue is Scripture 
Union’s Top tips on Explaining the Cross to 
Small Children, by Helen Franklin, Steve 
Hutchinson and Robert Willoughby. 

Also check out the new Faith at Home 
section of the diocesan website under 
‘Your Ministry’ then ‘Children’. 



ONLINE 



For more on talking about faith to 
children see: www.kidsbible.com or 
www.oxford.anglican.org/children 



A storming shelter appeal's success 



DAYS after the earthquake destroyed 
countless homes in Haiti children at 
Binfield CE Primary School in Berkshire 
got first hand experience of makeshift 
shelters. 

Their experiences inspired them to 
raise funds for Haitains affected by the 
disaster. International charity Shelterbox 
had visited the school and pitched a tent 
in the hall. Chidlren were then given the 
chance to spend time inside the tent. 
They raised funds for Shelterbox by 
carrying out odd jobs, paying 50p to 
wear their pyjamas to school and holding 
a coffee morning for parents followed by 
a bring and buy toy and book sale. 

Their efforts raised more than £1 ,500, 
mainly for Shelterbox but some was 
donated to the UNICEF Children’s Fund. 




Governor, Rebecca Roberts said: “The 
impact that the earthquake had on our 
children has been an amazing thing to 
experience. Isn’t it amazing what we can 
do when we are driven by the desire to 
make a difference?” 

Above, members of the school council 
celebrate the success of the scheme. 



Win The Road to Easter Day 



C hildren aged five to seven can join 
a young boy named Ben as he 
travels along the road to Easter 
day in The Road to Easter Day (BRF) . 

Ben joins the crowds as Jesus enters 
Jerusalem on a donkey and follows 
along the road to Calvary. The journey 
ends at the garden tomb, where Ben 
discovers that the story is far from 
over... 

The Door has three copies to give away 
in this month’s prize draw. To be in 
with a chance of winning simply send 
your name and address to The Road to 
Easter Day Competition, Diocsean 
Church House, Oxford, OX2 ONB. The 
closing date for entries is Monday 8 
March. 

For more information about the 
book see www.brfonline.org.uk. 




ro 
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never receive surgery unless someone helps him, 

7^ I I CAN BE TH A 



SOMEONE. 



Smile Train provides life 
changing free cleft surgery 
which takes as little as 45 minutes 
and costs as little as £150. 

It gives desperate children not 
just a new smile — but a new life. 



Donate online: 
www.smiletrain.org.uk 
OR call: 0870 127 6269 



I want to give a child a second chance at life. 

£150 towards surgery for one child £30 towards medications for one surgery 

□ £75 could cover half the cost of one surgery □ £ Well gratefully accept any amount 

Mr/ Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Telephone 



EmaiL 



Charge my gift to my: 
Card No. 

Valid From 

Signature 



i Visa MasterCard Maestro 



Exp. Date . 



U My cheque is enclosed, made payable to The Smile Train UK 



Send this coupon with 
your donation to: 

Issue No. The Smile Train UK, 

PO Box 91 0, 

Northampton NN3 0BG 



3 ' 






D Tick the box to make every £1 of your gift worth at least 25p more for FRE. ' am a UK taxpayer Ptease treat ail donations I ma&e or slave marfe 
to The Smile Train ss Gift Aid derations for trie past six years until further notice. You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least 
equal to the tax that The Smite Train reclaims on your donation in the lax year currently 25p for every £1 yon giue. 



Tnese details, including your email address \ telephone number may be used to keec you informed 
about our future developments, If you do not want to receive such information please tick this boxlD 



/] 0021 1 11 1 KA035 



Smile xain 

-^Changing The World One Smile At A Time. 



Registered Chanty No. 1114748 



2010 The Smile Train. 



A healthy diet is a crucial part of pregnancy for every woman and it can help to prevent birth defects. Make sure you eat plenty of fruits and vegetables and take a multivitamin with 40Q micrograms of folic acid every day for a month before conception 
and throughout early pregnancy. Folic acid has been shown to reduce the risk of neural tube defects of the brain and spinal cord {such as spina bifida) in unborn children by between 50 and 70% when taken before conception and during the first trimester, 
and it could also help to reduce the risk of cleft lip and palate, it is also important to stop smoking when you are pregnant and to avoid foods such as raw nr smoked seafood, raw shellfish and eggs, soft cheese, un pasteurized milk, and pate. Speak to 
yourGP for further advice about having a healthy pregnancy, and if you would like any more information about why clefts occur, how clefts can be repaired with surgery, or about caring fora child bom with a cleft, please visit www.smiletram.org.uk today. 
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An English woman’s home... 



For the latest in our series of 
prayer walks Sarah Meyrick 
visits Broughton Castle in 
north Oxfordshire. 

B roughton Castle near 

Banbury is a fortified manor 
house, surrounded by a wide 
moat and set in idyllic park- 
land. It was built by Sir John 
de Broughton in 1300 and in 1377 
bought by William Wykeham, the then 
Bishop of Winchester and one of the 
most powerful men in medieval 
England. 

A subsequent Wykeham married into 
the Fiennes family, in whose hands the 
castle has remained ever since. The 21st 
Baron Saye and Sele and his wife have 
lived here for the past 41 years. 

The castle is one of only 20 ‘five star’ 
houses in Simon Jenkins’s England’s 
Thousand Best Houses. St Mary’s, the 
parish church in the grounds, merits two 
stars in his England’s Thousand Best 
Churches. Jenkins calls it ‘an impressive- 
ly ancestral church, darkly medieval, and 
a match in grandeur for the great house 
next door’. 

Last year, Lord and Lady Saye’s 
youngest son, the writer William 
Fiennes, published a moving memoir 
about growing up in the house, and in 
particular about life with his much-loved 
brother Richard, who suffered from 
epilepsy and died in his 40s. The book, 
The Music Room (published by Picador) 
was shortlisted for the Costa Biography 
Award 2009 and the Duff Cooper Prize. 
The castle has been used in a number of 
films, including The Madness of King 
George and Shakespeare in Love. The actors 
Joseph Fiennes (who starred in 
Shakespeare in Love) and his brother 
Ralph are cousins of the family, as is the 
explorer Sir Ranulph Fiennes. 

Begin at the entrance to the castle 
grounds (1). If the castle is open, you 
can drive in and park behind the church 
as signed. If not, you can enjoy spectacular 
views from the public footpaths running 
through the park. In this case, leave 
your car in the lane near the entrance, 
or, if you are in search of refreshment, 
you may like to park at the Saye and Sele 
Arms (www.sayeandselearms.co.uk; 

01295 263348). 

Take the footpath over a stone stile 
just to the right of the lodge by the 
entrance to the grounds, and bear right 
straight up the hill. From the crest of 
the hill you can look down at the castle 
and the crenellated gatehouse (1405). 
The gatehouse and moat remind us that, 
however peaceful it looks today, the 
house is also a fortified castle. 

The most dramatic episodes of the 
house’s history took place during the 
Civil War, when William Fiennes was an 
important figure in the struggle against 
King Charles I. When the castle is open 
you can visit the Council Chamber 




4 ..?£f 









which was used in the 1630s for secret 
meetings. Fiennes and his friends called 
it “the room that hath no ears”. After 
the nearby Battle of Edgehill in 1642, 
the Royalists laid siege to Broughton 
Castle, capturing and occupying it. 

There are cannon balls in the Council 
Chamber thought to have been used in 
the siege. 

At the top of the hill (2) by the clumps 
of trees you may like to pause and think 
about the struggle between the Royalists 
and the Parliamentarians. What can it 
have been like to have lived during the 
turbulent times of the Civil War? Pray 
for our political leaders today and the 
struggles they face. Think of those who 
are at war today, or whose lands are 
occupied. 

Continue to the boundary fence and 
cross the stile (3), across the field 
towards the barn. Follow the path over 
another stile, keeping the barn on your 
right. Carry on along the hedge until 
you emerge into the lane (4). Turn left 
down the hill. Fulling Mill Farm (5) next 
to the Sor Brook feels timeless. Pause 
and think of all the people who have 
worked the land over the years since the 
castle was built. Pray for our farmers and 
food producers and the challenges they 
face. 

Cross the stream, go through the gate 
and bear right up the track. Walk up the 
hill, keeping the woods on your left, 
until you reach the Shutford Road (6). 

At this point, retrace your steps. When 
the castle comes into view, pray for the 



a iitf.n* ■:- 7 ! ILL L. Vi m\. I T" A 
family who live here today. Pray for your 
own home and all that happens there. 

The parish church of St Mary, which 
dates almost entirely from the four- 
teenth century, lies within the castle 
grounds (although the castle also has its 
own tiny chapel) . St Mary’s is particularly 
noted for the rare stone screen of about 
1330 that separates the chancel from the 
nave, and also for its tombs. 

Broughton Castle is 3 miles south west of 
Banbury close to the B4035. ( From Banbury 
rail station, take the 30A Stagecoach bus to 
Broughton ). Opening hours are limited: 
Easter Sunday and Monday; then from 
1 May- 15 September Wednesdays, Sundays 
and Bank Holidays ( plus Thursdays in July 
and August). All 2-5 pm. St Mary’s Church 
is open to visitors when the castle is. Ring 
01295 276070 or see 
www.broughtoncastle.com. Walk: 
approximately 3 miles. 



Ordnance Survey mapping © Crown copy- 
right. AM0 10/10. 



Do you have a favourite walk where you 
pray that you’d like to share? Email jo. duck- 
les@oxford.anglican.org. 



Listen to Lady Saye reflecting on her her 
faith and living in the Fiennes family home, 
in conversation with the Revd Ben Phillips: 
www. o xford, an glican. org/ prayer walks . 
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ACCOMMODATION IN PENN, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

A rented self-contained flat, suitable for a 
single person, is available in a small group 
of 8 flats purpose-built by a Charitable Trust, 
on the edge of the village. 

Penn Mead is situated opposite the Parish 
Church and the flats are ideally suited to Clergy 
of limited means, retired or about to retire. 

Please apply for further information to: 

The Chairman, The Penn Trust, 

Rays Yard, Rays Lane, Penn, Bucks HP10 8LH 

Tel: 01494 813238 

Registered Charity number: 230731 




C )aks 

— o — 



J 



J EWELLIRY 



Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 
Tel:01373 462069 

Visit out website today! 

www.oa ksch ri sti a n j e wet J ery.cn. u k 




Tilsley House Residential Care 
Home for the Elderly & Tranquil 
House Sheltered Accommodation 
Weston-super-Mare 
ROOMS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 

Tilsley House and Tranquil House are highly regarded 
Homes near the sea front which enjoy a delightful 
Christian atmosphere and excellent standards 
of care and comfort. 

For more information contact 
Rachel Clapham, Manager on 01934 626933 

Charity Number 1066832 
Company Number 3471812 



A 



The George Muller Charitable Trust 
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No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution, 

Thousands of hymns and worship songs, aii in 
■ana fcav, r&ady to play. No musical or tachn \otti 
Smnwhertqe required. 



Slrcpgnt out cl I bo box too 

I lymnni Pkm pxr/s over 
37:50 trralitlnnnl hymns 
ar hJ modern wj.’sHej- 
sonya. coveting uvei 
6nnn hymn fintrfas 

Upgrade rtf nny 11ms, chnodng haw, an ^veir- 
fjrciw:ri[j Ilf; I of rfuirf* < iddilinf is 

Wan I acifT-tilM fy ttlats 1 ? The I \ynvyui Pius c'so 
p!ays you' own mp3 and md: Hog. 

Oruer ycxii TRCC infcxmatian pack Iadov. 
Fras Pittne; 0800 043 0503 
Wbb - www hfymnlcH^haologycom 

M Hymn Technology Lid 
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Feature 



As Mothering Sunday approaches, The Door takes a look at the story behind the festival, and 
the work of one of one of the biggest women’s Christian’s movements in the world. And 
discovers the MU isn’t just for women. 



Mothering Sunday - a brief history 



S wapping your regular Sunday church 
service and heading for Christ 
Church Cathedral might not be the 
first thing you think of doing on 
Mothering Sunday 

Historically an annual trip to the main 
church or cathedral in a region, known 
as the ‘mother church’ was considered 
important. Traditionally Mothering 
Sunday is the day when children who 



had gone to work as domestic servants 
were given a day off to visit their mother 
and family. 

As they headed to church, the chil- 
dren would pick wild flowers or violets to 
take to the church or to give to their 
mother as a small gift. The good news is 
the Lent rules are relaxed during 
Mothering Sunday, also known as 
‘refreshment Sunday’. 




Thinking locally 



A S she examined the gown her pre- 
mature granddaughter was 
wrapped in, the grateful woman 
noticed it had been made by a member of 
Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Oxford. 

The grandmother then wrote a thank 
you letter to Denise Brown, one of the 
Area Vice-Presidents in the diocese. 
Making clothes for premature babies is 
just one of the many schemes Mothers’ 
Union has underway to make a differ- 
ence in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. Parenting courses, 
aimed at helping mums and dads bring 
up their children better, ‘Away from it 
All’ a scheme to fund holidays for 
disadvantaged families and supporting 
families of sick youngsters are just some 
of the projects this diverse organisation 
undertakes. 

Three years ago the diocesan Mothers’ 
Union published Praying Through the 
Day, a colourful prayer resource for 
families, extracts from which have been 
published in the Door and its sister 
publication, Open Door. 1,000 copies have 
been sold at cost, and many of them 
have been bought by local Mothers’ 
Union branches as gifts for families 
coming for baptism. Due to demand, 
a second print run is being 
considered. 

A group of Mothers’ Union members, 
including Bishop John’s wife, Wendy, 
have been trained to support families by 
visiting the Oxford Children’s Hospital, 



providing a listening ear to parents and 
sitting with sick children. 

Despite the name, you don’t have to 
be a woman, or for that matter a mother 
to join. You simply need to catch the 
vision of a world where God’s love is 
shown through loving, respectful and 
flourishing relationships and have a 
desire to support the work. Primrose 
Gallimore, the former president, swore 
Bishop John in as a member last year. 



There are 3.6 million members world- 
wide and 2,000 in the Oxford Diocese. 

A Parenting Focus Day for all Mothers 
Union volunteers is set to take place on 
Saturday 25 September. It will offer ses- 
sions on issues of particualr concern to 
parents and some continuation training 
for facilitators. 

For more information contact 
Penny Rickards on pennyrickards@ 
btinternet.com or 01344 771302. 




Catch the Wave of Prayer 



E VERY moment of every day some- 
one in the Mothers’ Union is pray- 
ing. The Wave of Prayer sweeps 
through the world, and the MU’s 3.5 
million members take it in turns to pray 
when it arrives in their diocese. 

Every year the Wave arrives in the 
Oxford Diocese on June 11 and stays 
until the 15. At that time between 8am 
and 8pm, the branches pray, using 
resources put together by Marion 
Gunning. And due to the different time 



zones, members of the Oxford Diocese’s 
link dioceses in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Nigeria will be praying 
during what for us are hours of dark- 
ness. 

Marion says: “Members meet to pray, 
sometimes during the slot their branches 
have been allocated, or if they can’t 
make that, they may pray individually. 

We try to make it flexible but the idea is 
that during that week, there is always 
prayer going on.” 



The prayers are specifically for the 
needs of link dioceses and reflect the 
work of the Mothers’ Union. Marion 
says: “Although our daily lives differ 
enormously we have a common life in 
Mothers’ Union. Other dioceses will 
pray for us during this week and we 
remember them in turn, as the Wave of 
Prayer reaches them. What we really 
value is the way the Wave unites us all 
and is such a powerful symbol of the 
power of prayer in our everyday lives.” 
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Thinking globally 



M others’ Union in the Oxford dio- 
cese has links with dioceses in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and in Nigeria, writes Penny Rickards. 

Mothers’ Union is held in the highest 
regard in these areas and women wishing 
to join have to undergo training. Last year 
195 new members were enrolled in Boga 
Diocese and some of their husbands now 
wish to join having seen the benefits that 
membership brings. 

The Mothers’ Union literacy scheme, 
which is open to non-members, has given 
many women a voice in their communi- 
ties, a new-found respect from their hus- 
bands and the means of earning money 
and growing crops to feed their families. 
They receive training in health care and 
learn how to raise awareness about 
HIV/AIDS. Mothers’ Union is a prayerful 
organisation, so as well as raising funds for 
branches overseas we also hold them in 
our prayers. 

We are currently being asked to pray for 
Kisangani where an epidemic has killed 
13 youngsters. The school has been 
closed for investigation and is now under 
police protection as locals want to burn it 
down. We are also supporting St George’s, 
Baghdad, that has a Mothers’ Union 
membership of over 4000. 

Although not officially linked with 
Oxford, we feel strongly that we want to 
help them as much as we can. 

The Vicar of Baghdad, Canon Andrew 
White told a local congregation that 
Mothers’ Union is the life blood of the 
church, providing daily meals, health clin- 
ics and general support to a fractured 
congregation. 

It is important to these dioceses to know 
that we think of them, that we raise funds 





Make a Mother's Day 



T he Mothers’ Union has seen 

income levels drop alarmingly as 
investments have taken a tumble. 
Yet working at the grassroots, actually 
serving communities in 78 countries of 
the world means the global organisation 
sees first hand where people need help. 

So the ‘Make a Mother’s Day’ 
campaign offers ethical gifts which help 
family carers through some of life’s 
most challenging difficulties. 

Each gift reaches out to a mum, 
granny, or care-giver to help them give 
care, protection, nurture and a more 
positive and hopeful future to children. 

This year the challenge is on to meet 
greater needs amid the recession. There 
are a total of 14 ethical gifts to choose 
from for 2010, ranging from £7 - £168. 
Ducks and chicks and seeds and goats 
are on the agenda, along with funding 
the salary of a literacy trainer for a 
month, or to supporting environmental 
stability. 

But there are gifts too for the strategist 



supporting environmental 
stability or leadership. 

‘The Childhood is going 
Bust’ campaign costs £40 
to help ban bras for 
seven-year-olds and 
prevent the sexualisation 
of pre-teen girls. 

Catalogues are 
available from 
Mothers’ Union’s 
office at Mary 
Sumner House, 

24 Tufton Street, 

London SW1P 
3RB. 









ONLINE 



To browse the virtual catalogue go to 

www.makeamothersday.org 



Advertising 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Ern e it it 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Methodist Minister 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 




2007 Citroen Picasso VTR 



WOW ONLY 





nifrn 


12 ONLY ^ 


MASSIVt 

cnoict 

AVAILABLE 


MUSI VfcHICLtS Aflb 
ONE OWNER & FULL 
SERVICE HEETOflY 


FREE UK 
DELIVERY 



Oid Butttrmtrt Wwks t 
? Bnffrrmm Kond, Skrffitfd, S7 2AX. 

Tel 0114 255 9696 



ww w.pri ory a utomotive.co.uk 
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Seminars include 



Leading a church in camEncuvs mlsilun 
GEtllnq your church praying pesslunstcly 
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Preaaing on m healing mini airy 
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EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 

£146 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

EWTINI @ 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 




... brought ckamaLically Lu life wiLh a new 
range of audio tours including a spiritual tour 
for parish groups keen to explore and ref lea. 



Truly inspirational. Entry is FREE? 



Nfr S*riall charge applies Her audio 
tour*, groups dlvcount* &v41abte. 
Multiple Ipngua^es- 
Call 01G 34 81 00 64 
WWW. rochcstc rcathcdralo rg 






CATHEDRAL 
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Why save just £2,000, when you can 




SAVE £3,600 



£ 8.483 



With AUTOSAVE 



JUST A FEW EXAMPLES... 



me Mr 

Vdwl Mill feba 1.6 twitop ^XRlCC 
R)idftBiEl.GZ«Bc5* 
WGotfmtfSMr 
hfeanQiish^1lJ6^ 



£12999 

£1149$ 

£1269$ 

£1199$ 



ihli-h 

flS482 

W7S0 

£17990 

£16050 

£14690 



ALL CARS SHOWN LESS THAN 12 MONTHS OLD WITH REMAINDER 
OF 3 YEAR WARRANTY! 

J Javr>?: tfo-r 3E agntltowLK Lot Mob. i^^ok sored ri hr rtf 5&nc bp^ez. 



'all: 01 
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The Doorpost 



Courses, training, conferences & workshops in March 2010 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the April 2010 issue is 5 March. 



MONDAY 1 MARCH 



THURSDAY 11 MARCH 



OXFORD: Roger Wagner - The 
Book of Praises. Illustrations to a 
new translation of the Second Book 
of Psalms. St Giles’ Church until 10 
March (also 26 March - 2 April) and 
also being shown at Ashmolean 
Museum during the gap. Details 
01865 278000. 



TUESDAY 2 MARCH 



OXFORD: Poetry evening on theme 
‘Heaven and Hell’ to be held at St 
Theosevia House, 2 Canterbury 
Road OX2 6LU at 8pm. Details 
01865 310341 



WEDNESDAY 3 MARCH 



CHESHAM: Ecumenical talks at 
Broadway Baptist Church every 
Wednesday through Lent - last one 
24 March. Starts at 8pm. Details 
01494 785569. 

TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen 
Spring Concert at 7.30pm. Details 
0118 9425290. 



FRIDAY 5 MARCH 



MAIDENHEAD: St Peter’s at 
6.45pm. ‘Walkthrough the Bible. 
Also on Saturday 6 March at 
8.45am. Details 01 628 622543 or 
01628 784053. 

STANDLAKE: St Giles Church. 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 
service at 7.30pm. 

BOURNE END: The public library 
are holding a presentation on ethical 
fashion and fairtrade at 8pm. Entry 
£1. Details 01628 521677. 



SATURDAY 6 MARCH 



BOURNE END: The public library 
are holding a fairtrade market from 
1 0am - 1 2.30pm. 



SUNDAY 7 MARCH 



OXFORD: Oriel College at 6pm. 
Sermon for the Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin. 



TUESDAY 9 MARCH 



OXFORD: A series of four free 
concerts for Lent to be held at 
Chapel of The Queen’s College, 
Oxford - 6pm. Also on 1 6, 23 and 
30 March at 6.1 5pm. 



WEDNESDAY 10 MARCH 



READING: St Agnes, Whitley - 
Spring Concert. Details 01 18 
9425290. 



NEWBURY: St Nicolas Church. 
Organ recital by Christine Wells at 
1.10pm. 



FRIDAY 12 MARCH 



OXFORD: Union Group Open 
Meeting. All welcome at 1 
Canterbury Road, North Oxford. 1 pm 
- 2pm. Coffee 1 2.30 pm (bring your 
own lunch). Andrew Hope: William 
Tyndale and the English Bible ‘A 
thing begun rather than finished’. 
Details 01 865 243865. 

DEDDINGTON: St Peter and St 
Paul at 7.30 pm. Music in the Celtic 
tradition by Scotland’s Heather Innes 
and Ireland’s Jacynth Hamill 
including refreshments. Free entry. 



SATURDAY 13 MARCH 



OXFORD: The Cherwell Centre, 1 6 
Norham Gardens. Lenten Quiet Day. 
Cost £5 (bring your own lunch adn 
bible). Details craig. stmarys@gmail. 
com or phone 0771 7 21 1 252. 

READING: Music@Reading Spring 
Concert to be held at 7.30pm in the 
Great Hall, University of Reading,. 
Tickets: £10 (£6 concessions). 
Details 01 18 378 5256. 

OXFORD: The Oxford Christian Inst 
for Counselling are holding a 
conference from 1 0am - 4pm at 
Headington Baptist Church. ‘The 
Selfish Society’ - key speaker is Sue 
Gerhardt. Details www.ocic.org.uk 



SUNDAY 14 MARCH 



IVER: St Leonard’s Church at 6pm. 
‘Following the Way: the journey of 
faith’ from the Old Testament to the 
present told in stories on 14, 21 and 
28 March. Details 
timothy_eady@yahoo.co.uk 



TUESDAY 16 MARCH 



OXFORD: Church of the Holy 
Family, Blackbird Leys. Roadshow 
‘Growing up without violence’ from 
10am - 5pm. Information, activities, 
resourcesavailable. Vigil with 
candlelight procession with The 
Bishop of Oxford at 6.30pm. Email 
info@churchesfornon-violence.org or 
phone 0790 1 88 2957 for more 
details. 



WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH 



OXFORD: The Council for 
Christians and Jews Inaugural 
Richard Harries Lecture by Lord 
Harries of Pentregarth (former 
Bishop of Oxford) and Rabbi Tony 
Bayfield (Head of the Movement for 
Reform Judaism) at Christ Church 
Cathedral at 8pm. 



READING: Town Hall. Organ recital 
by Paul Derrett at 1 pm. 



THURSDAY 18 MARCH 



OXFORD: Retired Clergy 
Association are holding Holy 
Communion at Christ Church 
Cathedral at 9.45am with The 
Archdeacon of Oxford, followed by 
coffee and talk ‘Christians, Jews and 
Muslims - together!’. Details 01 865 
880210. 

ASTON TIRROLD: Drop-in Quiet 
Day at The Centre for Reflection, 
URC, Spring Lane. Begins at 10am. 
Details 01 235 850423. 

AMERSHAM: St Michael and All 
Angels - Amersham Millennium 
Lecture at 8pm. ‘Till Faith us do 
Part?’ by Dr Jonathan Romain. 
Details and tickets 01494 726680 



SATURDAY 20 MARCH 



ASTON TIRROLD: Lent Quiet Day 
with Revd Keith Green at The Centre 
for Reflection, URC, Spring Lane 
from 1 0 am - 4pm. Cost £20 - ‘bring 
a friend for half price’. Details 01 235 
850423. 

HIGH WYCOMBE: All Saints Parish 
Church at 7.30pm. Bach: St J ohn 
Passion by The Wooburn Singers. 
Details and tickets 01 628 672457. 

NEWBURY: St Mary’s Church, 
Greenham will be hosting a ‘New 
Wine Ministry Training Day’ from 
9.1 5am - 4.30pm. Details 01 635 
866208. 

GREAT MISSENDEN: St Peter and 
St P aul - House of Colour Day. Fast 
track to adding style to your life plus 
coffee, 2 course lunch, 
demonstration and afternoon tea. 
£30 pp or £50 (mother and 
daughter ticket). Details 01 494 
862352 or 01 494 864114 



FRIDAY 26 MARCH 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 



SUNDAY 28 MARCH 



KENNINGTON: St Swithun’s Church 
at 3pm. Rossini - Stabat Mater and 
Beethoven: Mount of Olives. Details 
01865 735885. 

DORCHESTER: Peace @7 - Informal 
worship in Dorchester Abbey at 
7pm. 



WEDNESDAY 31 MARCH 



TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen 
Easter Cantata Stainer ‘Crucifixion’ 
at 7.30 pm. Details 01 1 8 9425290. 



Courses & special events 

A series of Lenten evenings with the 
Bishop of Oxford in the Wycombe 
Deanery: 3rd March (All Saints’, High 
Wycombe); 1 0 March (St Michael and 
All Angels, Hughenden); 1 7 March (St 
Francis, Terriers); 24 March (St Mark, 
Bourne End). Begin at 7.30pm with 
refreshments and end at 9.30pm. 

An Emerging Spirituality: Lament - 
Hope/Imagination - Transformation - 
Wednesday 1 0 March at The Art-T 
Centre, Oxford from 1 0am - 4pm. A 
CMD day exploring in creative ways 
four movements of spirituality that are 
rooted in biblical tradition. Leader: 
Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga Steele. Cost 



£5 per person. Details 
jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.org 
Questions from Faith to Politics: The 

Crowther Centre for Mission Education 
invites you to this discussion on 
Thursday 1 1 March. Begins at 8pm at 
CMS, Watlington Road, Oxford. A 
Kenyan meal available from 7pm (£1 0 - 
need to book in advance. Details 01 865 
787400. 

The Sunday Times Oxford Literary 
Festival: This is based at Christ Church 
Cathedral from 20 - 28 March. Details 
www.sundaytimes- 
oxfordliteraryfestival.co.uk 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
Wednesday only Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to 
pray. Contemporary liturgies for 
mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 
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Impacting youth and the wider community 

for good through FM ratio, contemporary Christian 
music and a gtobaly tnfluentfal websiter 



IIVRQOING OT1ES.. 



Feedback has shown that Cross Rhythms is heard in taxis, hair- 
dressers, barbers, chip shops, universities, schools, the Citizens 
Advice Bureau, petrol stations, car mechanic garages, furniture 
shops, doctors surgeries, the council offices, church foyers, pubs 
and even Muslim owned shops. Here’s some recent feedback: 



“You may recall an email about a local church who ran a free 
community BBQ and saw about 250 people come. The comment 
made was that they met many who had heard of it on Cross Rhythms. 
Anyway the Sunday just gone was the follow up to the BBQ and they 
had about 30 extra people, nine of whom got saved!” 

□ □ □ 

“A friend of mine was having lunch in Toffs and the City Centre 
Manager was in there. The CC Manager was saying how Cross 
Rhythms are city minded, and community minded, and that CR 
surpasses the local BBC in their involvement in the city. The staff 
member from Toffs agreed”. 

□ □ □ 

“This week the headteacher from Berry Hill High School asked us if 
we would do an interview with him about their school including 
plugging their parents evening. We duly did, and following the interview 
with the headteacher, the assistant head Dave Wilcox, phoned to say it 
sounded “awesome”. He wanted a copy of the interview to play in the 
reception of school during the open evening last night. They also 
expressed keenness to explore what they could do with the pupils with 
us on radio”. 



□ □ □ 

“I wonder if you can remember our meeting about three years ago at 
a business networking event. Our meeting had a great impact on 
myself and led to a difficult time of challenges to the way I led my life 
with Buddhist beliefs. When we met for lunch you explained that I had 
met Jesus that night. In December 08 I had an amazing experience 
during a Christmas carol concert. I met Jesus for the second time. I am 
now a youth leader at the church and when I give my testimony you 
are a big part of my story and how I have found Jesus. Thank you so 
much”. 



How you can help 



I want to reach the youth of our nation 
through Cross Rhythms 

D I would like to give a one off gift of £ 

D I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘ Cross 
Rhythms’) 

□ Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO 
as a one off gift 

Card number □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Issue number Expiry date DDDD 

□ Please send me information on becoming a regular 
supporter of Cross Rhythms 

□ Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list 



Name: 

Address: 



Postcode: Tel:_ 

E-mail: 

Please cut out this form and post it to: 
Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST I I XR. 



EHESa 3EESS 

Alternatively you can call 01782 uuftcAitfi wwwxF«m*ra«i:Djfc 
25 1 000 to make a donation or go to 

www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations Reg Charity No 1069357 

*p_ 



| By Jon Bellamy, CEO of Cross Rhythms | 

T he national Cross Rhythms media ministry has 
been tested, proven and matured over 27 years 
and today it is proving its ability to powerfully 
engage the youth of our nation and reach those 
outside our church walls through media. 

Just read the stories on this page, from only the last few months, 
to catch a glimpse of that effectiveness. 

The wonderful stories of lives changed is awesome and worth 
celebrating, but the question remains: What about the millions of 
other youth in our nation? How vital is a media voice like Cross 
Rhythms in these days? 

Recent research amongst teenagers reveals the following: 

- Two-thirds of teenagers believe religion is bad and ‘has a 
negative influence on the world ’ 

- 55% say family, friends, money and entertainment are more important 

- Half of teenagers claim they have never prayed and 1 6 per cent 
have never been to church. 

- Three in ten believe in an afterlife but one in ten believes in reincarnation. 

The truth is there is a fierce battle for the souls of a younger 
generation, and indeed for the people of our cities and 
communities, but Cross 
Rhythms has grown up learning 
how to engage in the fight and 
been trained and prepared 
over 27 years for the greater 
battles ahead. Even other UK 
media players recognise our 
readiness: a recent issue of 
Youthwork magazine declared 
Cross Rhythms The most 
youth-friendly Christian 
broadcaster by far...’ 

In addition our website 
(complete with prayer rooms 
and lifestyle Christian teaching) 
reaches more than 800,000 
different people every year of 
which 65% are under 35. 

Significant bridges into the community are being made and a 
growing sphere of influence for the kingdom of God is resulting. 
When Jesus described the Kingdom of God he said it was like a 
little ‘yeast that works itself through a large batch of dough’. That 
is how God is using Cross Rhythms into UK cities. 

There are already three Cross Rhythms FM stations in Stoke, 
Plymouth andTeesside; plus we are supporting another station in 
Coventry. In our ongoing vision to see 10 such stations in the 
cities of our nation we are also in discussion with groups in 
three other cities. Something we hope to see established over 
the next few years, in a time when the Christian voice and 
Christian values in our nation are getting more and more 
undermined. 

The battle for souls and for a clear Christian voice in our nation 
is entering a new phase and we know we have been aligned and 
prepared for these days ahead. 

Yet one thing is still not fully in position. It is the area that is 
continually contested and could take us out if not established at 
sufficient strength. It is the severe restrictions on this ministry 
for lack of resource. We truly need the support of mature 
Christians who can see this vision and get behind it even if they 
are not the consumers of it. 

If you feel stirred to identify with the work of this ministry; that 
this is a ministry God would lead you to push with to see the 
advance of his kingdom in the days ahead; to join with us to 
reach the youth and the wider community in our nation; then 
I invite you to take that step of aligning with our work by 
completing the form here. 




IMVCTINGWUIH.. 




“As I am writing this email to you now, it’s the night before my 
birthday. How quickly do they seem to come around! It will be a 
whole year, since the night I sat on the phone, with you and cried. 

And you prayed. And then sent an email, to say I was being prayed 
for and thought of. 

“This time last year, I was only a couple of months on from the 
overdose I had taken and miraculously survived, and to be honest, a 
lot of the time I was still wondering why I hadn’t managed to do the 
job properly. 

“And the night before my 24th birthday, the night we spoke on the 
phone, I was in such a dark place still, that I was seriously 
contemplating trying again and doing a better job. I didn’t feel I had 
any rope to hold on to and it was all pretty bleak. 

“I want you to know that the very fact that someone was on the end 
of a phone, that night, and willing to talk with me, and pray, and not 
make me feel like an outcast or a freak was a lifesaving piece of 
rope, even though you may not have realised it at the time. It gave 
me the rope I needed to hold on to, to make it through that night. 

“ Without doing something that would have been unwise. The next 
day, more hope arrived, when you emailed me. Because I figured that 
if someone, reasonably random and unconnected to me, could be 
somewhere else in the country but thinking of me, then surely I 
couldn’t be all that bad a person.” 

□ □ □ 

“A young pregnant girl was in a car and Cross Rhythms Teesside was 
playing. She was planning on having an abortion, however just at that 
time the Policeman story came on - the one about the policeman who 
God uses to save a pregnant lady who was going to have an abortion. 
Anyway, this girl heard the story and made a decision not to go 
through with her abortion. We saw her baby just before Christmas”. 

□ □ □ 

“Hi, I have some exciting news. Me and Ben have been speaking to a 
girl who’s gotten pregnant and the guy doesn’t want to know her any- 
more (she isn’t a Christian). She went to a church on Sunday and told 
them her situation and they told her ‘you’ll be a bad influence to our 
young people ’ and asked her to leave. 

“She’s been saying its put her off church all together. Well today she 
said she heard the Policeman story on Cross Rhythms last night, (the 
one you keep playing on the show about the policeman that shares 
his story about the woman going for an abortion), and she gave her 
life to God!! So excited!!” 

□ □ □ 

“Hi! I downloaded your podcast on self harm after my friend sent it 
to me thinking it might help. I have self harmed for 9 months. I have 
good times and bad times. I have been trying to tell someone. I 
listened to your podcast nightly for the last few nights. 

“ Although I am not a Christian, it really helped me. I booked with the 
nurse to see the counsellor again, who I saw before but never told her 
anything. I saw her today and told her. It feels so much better. Thank 
you so much you have helped me heaps”. 
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Advertising Feature: Focus on Retreats 



lime away to think spiritually 




" Shallowford 



House 

Set in the heart of picturesque Staffordshire 



March 29th - 3 1st Holy Week Retreat £125 
‘Humility, Obedience & Love’ led by The Revd. Pam Freeman 

August 9th - 16th Individually Guided Retreat ***£315 
An ecumenical retreat in the Ignatian tradition led by 
The Revd. Rob Hingley, The Revd. John Hall-Matthews, 

Mrs. Christine Massey 

August 16th - 23th ‘Painting and Prayer’ ***£315 
A week of Relaxation. Reflection and Recreation 
(A CARM retreat) led by Chaplain: The Revd. Keith Green 
Painting Tutor: Sheila Mitchell 

September 27th - October 4th ‘Individually Guided Retreat’ *** £315 
An ecumenical retreat in the Ignatian tradition led by 
Sister Morag Gardham, The Revd. Preb. Mark Moreton 
Irene Vickers 

November 1st - 3rd ‘Waiting & Preparing’ £115 
A retreat looking forward to advent led by The Revd. Jeff Leonardi 

November 22nd - 24th ‘Finding God in Times of Change & Transition’ 
£120 led by Margaret Silf 



*** Weekend / Mid week (Mon-Fri) / daily tariffs 
are available on request for retreats of 1 week or more. 

For further inf ormation please contact: 

The Warden Shallowford House, 
Shallowford, STONE, Staffs ST15 ONZ 
Tel: 01785 760233 Fax: 01785 760390 
Email: warden@shallowfordhouse.freeserve.co.uk 
Web:www.shallowfordhouse.org 



Just a cursory glance on the internet will open up a whole world of ideas on the subject of 
retreats. You may be more than a little surprised to find you can have detox retreats; rural 
retreats, chic boutique hotel retreats and even surf goddess retreats. 

GETTING THE CORRECT RETREAT 

As you can see, not all retreats are Christian let alone ‘spiritual’ in the wider sense of the word. It’s 
worth taking time, therefore, if you are looking for time out for a life affirming or life changing event, that 
you check the provider before making a booking. 

Retreats come many and varied from the simplest of silent retreats to those on a specific theme. So if 
you are seeking to get closer to God through silence, prayer or painting then now is the time to start 
planning. Some retreats can fill quite quickly so it isn’t too early to book into an Advent Retreat although 
it might be possible to book into a Lent or Easter Retreat this year if space permits. 

WHERE TO GET HELP 

The Retreat Association office provides an information resource for individual inquirers, parishes and 
other groups seeking something suitable. You can visit their website on www.retreats.org.uk or phone 
01494 433004. Most Diocesan Offices will also have contact with a variety of retreat providers if you are 
thinking of getting a group together. 

There is much to be gained spiritually as well as emotionally by taking time out to contemplate, return- 
ing home refreshed and renewed. 

TIME AWAY FROM LIFE'S PRESSURES 

This small focus contains an example of some of the retreats and events lined up in the near future. It 
is not surprising that most venues seem to offer the opportunity for quiet reflection whilst walking in the 
garden or the nearby countryside. 






CAUTLEY HOUSE 



Rest & Retreat 
Holidays 
Group bookings 
5 mins, walk to 5ea 
All rooms en suite + TV 
Services in Chapel 



01303 230762 









95 Sea brook Road. 

Hythe, Kent CT21 5QY 
www . ca utley h o use .org, u k 
eau tf ey house@c o m p use rve . com 
DIRECTOR: Revd. P. Vowtes 



Things can become so much clearer when we give ourselves the opportuni- 
ty to focus on our thoughts without the constant interruptions we can experi- 
ence in the hurly burly of life. In fact the simple act of going to the place of the 
retreat is a physical reflection of the spiritual act that follows. 



RETREATS IN THE UK AND FURTHER AFIELD 
There are many websites on the internet providing 
information on retreats. They include 
www.places-to-be.com, which provides a directory 
of retreats across the UK and locations in Europe as 
well. Many of the 200+ retreats are Christian based. 



Advertorial 

The revival of Saint Columba's House 



After a £2.5 million refit the well established Saint Columba’s House in Woking 
was officially re-dedicated by The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan 
Williams, at the end of last year. Now the Retreat and Conference Centre in 
Maybury Hill is believed to be one of the most modern in the country. 



The refit took 14 months but is believed to be 
worth it with en suite bathrooms and extra 
meeting rooms. 

Now Saint Columba's can accommodate 70 day 
guests and 25 people overnight for organised 
retreats, quiet breaks, conferences and much more. 
Some clients use the centre for B&B. 

The striking new circular oratory, located in the 
tower, is designed for use as a quiet space and for 
small worship groups. 

Speaking at the launch of the centre, Director the 
Revd Owen Murphy said “Saint Columba's House 
has entered the 21st Century bringing together the 
peace and tranquillity of a retreat centre with 
modern facilities which allow our guests to 
function both spiritually and practically”. 

With ten meeting spaces including the chapel and 
oratory, Saint Columba's can accommodate 
between 4 and 60 people depending on seating and 
table patterns. 

And then there's the garden patio available when 
the weather permits. 

There is a wealth of presentation equipment 
available to meet clients needs. 

At Saint Columba's the team tries to meet group's 
expectations and offer, where required, exclusive 
use rates for Saint Columba's House and Redwood 
(a separate house with four twin bedrooms) or the 
whole centre. 

A programme of organised retreats for 2010 
includes regular House Quiet Days with the 
Community of Saint Peter, Sacred Space, led by 
Celia Harrison on 17th April gives an opportunity 
to explore the sacredness of living. 25th April offers 
Celtic Healing Meditations, 6th March sees Revd 
Mother Lucy Clare lead Celtic Sprituality and the 
Saints of Northern Britain. 

An eight day festival from 5th to 1 3th June 
celebrates Celtic spiritual traditions through 



music, drama, dancing and art. 

Learning from our Dreams, led by Veronica Whitty 
on Nth June gives you the option to bring a recent 
or recurring dream to discover what the 
subconscious may be communicating. 

All these and more are on the website. 

Pay the website a visit or call in person to see 
whether Saint Columba's House suits you and what 
you'd like from a retreat. 
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 






Saint Columba’s House 
Retreat & Conference 
Centre 

The Place to Meet in Woking 

Now with 22 single and 5 twin ensuite 
bedrooms with telephone, internet connection, 
and freeview TV facilities. We have 8 meeting 
rooms, with internet, for small to large groups, 
Spirituality Library, new Oratory, roof meditation 
garden, and our Chapel which seats up to 60. 
Within easy reach of London Heathrow Gatwick 
Airports, M25, M3, and A3. Woking Mainline 
Station to London Waterloo 22 minutes. 
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
To book our facilities: 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
T: 01483 766498 

Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey. GU22 8AB 




Abbey House Retreat 
Glastonbury 

• Good Food 

• Comfortable 

• Historic Setting 




Discover an oasis of peace in this historic, 
former family home in the Abbey Grounds 



Tel: 01458 831112 



www.abbeyhouse.org 



Crowhurj 



Ichrisiion Healing centre 

" n poet* Chrtr e booing 



Come 
aside 
and rest 
awhile 




* A place tofetgo or talk to someone 

■ A ptiK# for rttpjafcn*! WCfifUp. Jfltf ffltlfcfly 

• A place for Christ's hading 



Sal in gpacrfrjfi grouiKb mar Uakia n ta&\ Crcwhuitl 

GirlsDan Heallrtg Cewre provides MrnfonablE ervsulra 
hIllkji t 1 1 *: ;-lI ; i i ; ; - 1 ,jirJ ii|jp'U|>'i. iiu I'MKiliirg niinisEiy fair airjrtff n* 
fern* away ffem artd el da y life 



Indlvkiuai and ftronp raftssts 
caur&Q& - hasting services - Individual minis fry 



Celeb ro ting 80 years of 

Christian heating ministry 



For more detain or to m* ke i booking 

Tel: 01424 830033 

Registered Charity 
Wo 205738 




HAMPTON MANOR 

Cornish Country House Hotel 



In the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon. 

You still need a break in these turbulent times 
and we are delighted to offer high quality food 
and accommodation at an affordable price. 

Discounts for groups and longer stays, but 
even better value are our activity weeks - 
Bird Watching; Painting; Visiting Gardens; Walking 
Please ask fora brochure, programme etc. 

Phone 01579 370494 or email: 
hamptonmanor@supanet.com 

www.hamptonmanor.co.uk 



St Jo fin’s Convent 






Jr 






Retirement Rest Home & 
Holiday Accommodation 
for Priests and Ministers 
of all denominations 



Situated in 14 acres of central Berkshire. The accom- 
modation consists of single rooms and apartments. 
There are private walks and a beautiful chapel. 

Please contact Sister Veronica 

Tel: 0118 940 2964 

Kiln Green, Reading, Berkshire RG10 9XP 






Registered Charity No. 233237 




l^arcJiHvrn |j scr In 5 aerci of lovely Devon con niryvlck 



* 1 1 lb Ikm uEiful vk«i over Ihc \w YilLcj tn Ik sea. 

1 1 tdih kIiijI A. (Li'kup Itftlidai i & rilrtfa U. Ideal ffirnit 
n-lin.'iJiiin, ijinI ii fhunn* In mn. , E iiifti Gmi 
id ji quiil. ri-juidh ;iili 1 infcnuil nEiiinpbcrK. 

Tel: 01297 21681 

Trtr n.|j. 1 rr prillllltf irtljSjftlili - hE;Lj ft I i.n r|MlfciHnlkl.ih Ni.inii 
- Rrnu-fitecn, lEjm-priili Hill, 5 rniim, llrmp, iiJLSZ 1 TA - 



, - fl , We practise and teach 

r ” contemplative meditation in 

v ly %, the Christian tradition at 

, \ residential and day courses 

™ in Dorchester and elsewhere. 
We welcome visitors to experience the benefit of meditation in 
a group. M arian Dunlop House is the home of the Fellowship 
where we hold small gatherings and meetings. 

We welcome people and groups to stay in our quiet, 
comfortable and friendly house which has many books 
on contemplative meditation. Please contact: 

M arian Dunlop H ouse, 8 Prince of Wales Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. Tel: (01305) 251396 

fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 

www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

Charity No: 213323 
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Arts 




by Karen Gorham 



A visit to any art gallery reveals the 

attraction of women as a subject for 
painting. 

On the surface this book seeks to high- 
light the key women depicted in art, 
bringing to the coffee table (this is 
definitely a coffee table book) a rich and 
colourful historical record from ceramic 
paintings found on vases ca. 440 - 
430BC to a realist portrait of Mikel Glass 
and her dogs painted by Elizabeth Shea 
in 2002. 

However, this large book is very much 
more than painting after painting of 
women. As all the paintings featured 
not only contain women but are of 
women with a book. I never knew there 
were so many and will look more closely 
at paintings from now on. 

‘Those who can read, see twice as 
well.’ writes Menander a fourth century 
attic poet who is quoted near the start of 
the book. The descriptions of the life, 
works and progress of learned women 
through the centuries gives a fascinating 



Forbidden Fruit: A 
History of Women and 
Books in Art 

Christiane Inmann 
Prestel Publishing: 
£19.99 




account of human development and gift. 

This book is wonderfully absorbing. 
Leave it on the coffee table and you will 
stay in your chair for hours. There are 
not only the history of women in art, but 
the history of women, moving from 
learned ladies, to religious figures, from 
maids that read below stairs while they 
work, to writers and poets with their 
secret notebooks. This book would make 
a wonderful gift for any woman interested 
in art or history, and is a highly 
recommended addition to any bookshelf 
(or coffee table!). 

The Ven. Karen Gorham is Archdeacon of 

Buckingham. 



Diocesan music survey 

The Oxford Committee of the Royal School of 
Church Music with the support of the 
Diocese is undertaking a survey. 

The object is to examine ways in which we 
can support and enhance our church music 
throughout the Diocese, and also provide 
information for the Bishop of Oxford’s 



Worship, Prayer and Spirituality Group, 
chaired by the Bishop of Reading. 

Further details have been sent to 
churchwardens and others of individual 
churches, but everyone is asked to return the 
survey by 1 May. 

For further information please contact Philip 
Bowcock pbowcock@ntlworld.com. 



A new passion this Lent 




S IMON Whalley’s Christus: The Passion 
according to St Mark will be premiered 
in Oxford throughout March. 

Simon is the composer and conductor 
of the Passion. He is an Oxford based 
musician who works with the Chapel 
choirs of Keble College and Abingdon 
School as well as with the Chamber choir 
Jubilate! 

The performances see a fusion 
between art and music as well known 
Oxford artists Roger Wagner, Tim 
Steward, Martin Smith and Jean Dowling 
have created icons that will be 
illuminated as the music is played. 



The Oxford Lent Concerts have been 
going for five years and gives access to an 
Oxford College Chapel and to an 
Oxford concert to people who might 
otherwise not be able to afford to go. 

Performances take place on Tuesdays 
at 6.15pm as part of the Oxford Lent 
Concerts 2010 at Queens College 
School. They are free with a retiring 
collection for Helen and Douglas 
House, Amnesty International and 
Medecins sans Lrontieres. 

Lor more information see 
www.op59.net/lent2010.html 



A place to relax, be 
together and learn 

Set in several acres of grounds, nestling amongst the beech woods 
of the Chilterns, The Wycliffe Centre is an ideal place to enjoy a 
relaxing conference, retreat or just simply a peaceful break in a rural 
location. 




Both professional 
and flexible, The 
Wycliffe Centre 
offers accommo- 
dation for up to 
200 people 
and conference 
facilities for up to 
160 people in a 
wide range of 
room sizes and 
styles, to cater 
for individual 
requirements. 

“A great haven of 
refreshment and 
encouragement”. 




Conferences, Training, 
Church Weekends, 
Alpha Away 
Days & Retreats 

The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green 
High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 682266 



Wycliffe 



e: centre_enquiries@wycliffe.org 

www.wycliffecentre.org 




Big science has expelled smart new 
ideas from the classroom. ..What they 
forgot is that every generation has it's 
Rebel! That rebel, Ben Stein travels the 
world on his quest, and learns that 
educators and scientists are being 
ridiculed, denied tenure, and even 
fired-for believing that there might be 
evidence of 'design' in nature. Perhaps 
life is not just the result of accidental, 
random chance. In this often hilarious 
film Ben says "Enough" - And NOBODY 
messes with Ben! 




RRP£ £10.97 



+p&p 



An expose of the first calibre, this movie gets to the heart of the issues. 



This UK version includes over 45 minutes of 
interviews not in the US version 



In a controversial new satirical documentary, author, former presidential speech- 
writer, economist, lawyer and actor Ben Stein travels the world, looking to some of 
the best scientific minds of our generation for the answer to the biggest question 
facing us today: 

Are we still free to disagree about the meaning of life? 

Or has the whole issue already been decided... 
while most of us weren’t looking? 

Buy your copy of “Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” 

from at the discounted price of just £1 0.97 



Call us on 01782 251000 or visit 
www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct/expelled 

Purchasing Expelled from Cross Rhythms helps us reach the next generation with positive values 
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WIN A HOLIDAY FOR 2 IN JERSEY 7 DAY HALF BOARD HOLIDAY AT HIGHLANDS HOTEL 



J ersey has everything that is ideal for 
a family holiday - safe, clean 
beaches, country walks, attractions 
and sports that appeal to all ages and 
restaurants that make children feel at 
home. 

In addition to acres Of dean, white 
sand, Jersey has a number of world- 
class attractions that will appeal to the 
younger crowd. Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust, is set in 31 acres and 
named after its founder Gerald DurrolL It 
is internationally famed for Its work in 
saving and breading endangered species. 

Two other a ward- winning museums, 
the Jersey and the Maritime, have 
Interesting exhibits giving children and 
adults alike a glimpse of Jersey's past 
and ils rich man Lime history. The unique 
living museum at Hamptonne re-creates 
lifs as it was lived in the last century. 

For those keen to have a day out with a 
difference, visit the Living legend with Its 
multi-media show, adventure playground 
and live entertainment. Ten -pin bowling is 
always popular with kids or you could 
take your family for a little train ride 
around St Aubln’s Bay. 

Mont Orgueil Castle 

Bukll in the thirteenth century to protect I he 
Island against the French, this dramatic 
castle towers over the harbour at Gorey. 




Fish ‘n’ Beads 

Beach shack trr St. Brelade's Bay, A unique 
shop selling a beautiful selection of beads 
where you can create your own [Hweliery 

whilst sitting outside beside the beach. 

Jersey War Tunnels 

Jersey War Tunnels is a permanent reminder 
o! Ihe German Occupation of Jersey, which 
lasted almost five years until the island's 
liberation on 9th May 1945. The tunnal 
complex now plays host to a series of 
galleries detailing Occupation history 
through the riiverae ex pun ericas at those 
who lived through it. 




Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust 

No visit to Jersey is complete without a day 
at Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, where 
you can see over 1 400 mammals. binds, 
reptiles and amphibians in 32 acres ol 
beautiful gardens and parkland. 



Something for 
everyone 





Aquasplash 

25m x 6 lane pool, leisure pool with wave 
machine, outdoor pool wills lazy river, 2 
flumes,. 1 tyre ride, sauna, steam room, 
creche and swimming lessons.. 

Living Legend 

This is nine acres of fun and entertainment 
for all ages and a very popular island 
attraction The Jersey Ex penance' is an 
award -winning multimedia re-creation of 
Jersey through the ages, there ane two 
challenging Iti Mole adventure golf courses, 
a go-karting track, craft and shopping 
village, outdoor play area plus full 
programme of live entertainment. 



Elizabeth Castle 

Built on an isleS in St Audio's Bay, Elizabeth 
Castle defended Jersey for more than 300 
years- The castle today houses three 
permanent exhibitions; War and Peace, 
which tells the story of the garrison. Granite 
and Gi JTUiowdH- I racing the development of 
the cannon and the story of the Jersey 
Militia, 



The sky 
comes alive 



Jersey Pottery 

Located in the picturesque Gorey Village 

you will find this world renowned pottery 
that has grown from a cottage industry into 
a global retailer 



aMaizin! Maze and 
Adventure Park 

All activities and entertainment are Included 

in your Rntrance fee and there am no turtlw 
charges. Tractor rides, 3 go kart tracks for 
all ages. ll New J| Toboggan Run, Crazy Golf, 
and live very popular water warriors. Even a 
1700 $q ft adventure fort complex! 




Every September lha skies above Jersey 
come alive to the sights and sounds of 
international military and civilian aircraft 
performing in breath- taking formation 

teams and skilful solo aerobatic 

demonstrations and it is all TREE 1 
In recent years the Air Display has really 
made a name for Itself within the air show 
calendar wilh a wide variety ol aircraft on 
show from many different Countries. Aircraft 
from Belgium, Ireland, France, Netherlands, 
Russia, United Kingdom and the United 



Win a 7 day 
holiday for 2 

Now you havH tha oppurtnmly Id 
experience Highlands Hotel and the 
island of Jersey for yourself by entering 
uur competition. You could be the 
winner of a 7 day half board holiday for 
2 - just complete the entry tnrm on She 
page opposite and return it to us to by 
Apnl 2nd 2010. 



It’s never 
been so close 




W ith many local airports now 

offering an excellent selection 
of flights to Jersey, our Island 
has literally "never been so close’. 

Flights are available tram the London 
area (Gat wick, Luton and now Oxford), 
She Soulh coast (Southampton, Exele* 
and Plymouth), Midlands (Birmingham, 
Gloucester end bast Midlands), tbs 
North ( Manchester, Sheffield and 
Liverpool) as well as Aberdeen, 
Glasgow. Edinburgh. Belfast, and 
Dublin (correct at time of going to 
press] 

And with flights at all times of the 
day, there’s bound to be one to suit 
your holiday arrangements - Highlands 
Hotel is only 10 minutes by taxi from 
the airport. 

If you wish to bring your ear to the 
Island, fast feny services leave from l he 
south coast ol England. Sail from Poole 

or Weymouth with Condor Ferries and 
you can be m Jersey in less than 4 
hours. 




States have all featured in some way 
The display takes place over the 
picturesque St AubirYs Boy on Jersey 1 % 
south coast, a perfect natural amphitheatre 
for display aircraft with the sea and 
Elizabeth Castle offering a dramatic 
backdrop. 
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Nut Roast 
Recipe 
suitable for 
gluten free 

Well known for Its cuisine, our 
Highlands the I is always happy to 
share his culinary sfeilte, Here's a 

recipe that y an might like to try. 

1 onion 

3 lbs sunflower nil 

2 small tomatoes 
1 oz nee flour 
1/4 pt wuLer 

1 tbs soya sauce (GF Variety) 

4 07 hazelnuts 

4 oz broken cashew nuts 

3 ozs Gluten free breadcrumbs 
1 lap mixed herbs 

1 oz potato flour 






< 



l Chop onion finely and saute il in 
the ail until tender 

2. Skin the tomatoes by immersing 
in boiling water so that the skin 
peels off easily, chap and add to 
the pan Cook for five minutes. 

3. Stir in Ilia potato and fine flout 
and slowly add the water stirring 

constantly to avoid lumps, 
Remove from heat. 

4. Grind the hazelnuts and cashew 
nuts together and add them with 
the other ingredients 10 the 
sauce. Mix very thoroughly ann 
place in a bread l in or pie dish, 

5. Bake in a moderate oven at 
3hQ‘ J F, i 'l3U' J C/ Gas mark 4 fur 45 
minutes ■ 1 hour, 

Serves hot with Hilhs+r Hn apricot or 
tomato COulte, or creamy 
mushroom sauce 




REFRESHING AND REFLECTIONS! 




F or over 40 years 

Highlands Hotel has 
been meeting the 
demand from Christiana in the 
UK r and further afieEd, for an 
isFand holiday offering spiritual 
refreshment - end nourishing 
food too! 

Dining in the comfortable 
restauranl provides a hlghlighl to 
every day spent at Highlands 
Hotel. The extensive breakfast 
mono gets everyone off to a 
wonderful start to the day wilh a 
five-course evening dinner to 
look forward to later. AH tastes 
and dietary repuiremerils are 

catered for and guests may 
bring their own table wine to 
supplement the holers selection 
of non-alcoholic drinks and 
mineral wafers. 

On Sunday evening the Chefs 
excel themselves by preparing a 
mouth-watering cold buffel 
remembered by guests long 
after they return home 
The coot Rosierc Lounge, 
redecorated last winter, ^s ideal 
far the realty hot days, whilst ihe 
Sun Lounge looks out over the 
swimming pool to the reflections 
in Ihe Rosicre Cove beyond. 

Our nineteen single moms 



have nnw all been refurbished in 
the last twelve months. Some of 
these are on the ground floor, 
which suils the less able coming 

on their own (and no single 

supplements! F) Another success 
last year was ihe conversion of 
two our twin/double bedded 
rooms to have wel room 
showers and wider doors for 
wheelchair use. Many families 
and couples now enjoy our 
balcony rooms and other sea 
view Hccommodaliorr. 

The panoramic Tower Lounge, 
which like She rest of the hotel 
has free secure Wifi* is where 
we hold optional Christian 
ministry six days in the week - a 
morning biblo study and evening 
fellowship time. 

Highlands Hotel is located on 
a heather and goree covered 
plat nan above pink granite cliffs 
on Jersey's South West corner - 
the equivalent of Cornwall's 
Lands End with sea views on 
either side. Situated at the end 
nt the Corbiera trail near to the 
famous lighthouse, the area has 
always been popular for visitors 
and is only 7 Tillies from Ihe 
capital St Hcircr and 3 miles from 
ihe airport.. 

Wilh excellent travel deals 
from coastal ports and local UK 





airports make rt a priority this year Eo 
come - you won't be disappointed 
and will waril to return year after 
year. Why no£ plan your next holiday 



In Jersey, and find a 'Touch ol 
Beauty and Space to Breathe'! 

w w w.h i gh landshotfil .com 
Tel: 01534 744233 



r * Hr * +* rnr.-m.J* - * - «, * -* - r* -i. -t ** - — — *- * - 

i WIN A 7 DAY 
! HALF BOARD 
i HOLIDAY FOR 2 



Win a holiday for 2 at Highlands Hotel in Jersey. Simply answer the 
following questions and complete Llm tie breaker. Entries must be 
received by 2 April 2010. The prize i$ half board accommodation 
far two exclusive nf travel end insurance. The holiday is subject to 
availability. 

Question 1 

In miEes, how far is Jersey from the coast ol France? 

(cl u e: http :// w w w, h i y bland shot el .com/1 ersey.htrnl}. 



Question 2 

How many bedrooms does Highlands Hotel have? 

|c I lj e: h II p J/www. h i ghland shotel .cn m/accom moriat ion . htm I ) . 




Leave the car at home 



Walking around 
the Island 

With its amazing variety of 

lerreln, Jersey might have been 
made for walking holidays. 
Whether you're after a slow stroll 
across the sands, or an energetic 
hike along cliff-top paths and 
into rocky coves, you can 
indulge your passion here! And 
when you want to rest your 
weary feel, there's a wealth of 
pubo. cafte and restaurants 
throughout the Island where you 



can enjoy a drink, snack or mnm 
substantial meal. 

There are many options to 
chooaa from, self guided routes. 

guided walks - fuller details are 

available at www.jersey-oom 

Spring Walking 

Discover the island's heritage and 
explore Jersey's natural beauty In 
a senes uf free guided walks 
during May designed for you 
whatever your age and experience. 

Autumn walking 

In September experience the 
wonderful autumnal colours of 
Jersey and participate in a full 
programme of unique countryside, 
coastal and history walks. Join the 
guides for a week of exploration 
and fun or take a five-day trek that 
aims to lake in every inch of 

Jersey’s coastline. 



Cycling 

Jersey's unspoiled terrain makes 
cycling the perfect way ill taking 
in all the sights, sounds and 
smells!!). Enjoy a tei surely scenic 
ride of just a few miles, or gear 
yourself up for the more 
dial I engine east to west end 
around the island routes. There 
are a number of cycle hire 
companies on the Island plus 
an inexhaustible list ot rides on 
self-guided routes, along our 
350 mile cycle network or t ho 
Green Lanes. 





Tie-Breaker Question 

Complete in no more I ban 15 words: 

"A holiday at Highlands Hotel In Jersey would be great because..." 



Name: 



Address: 



Postcode: 

Email: 

Tel No : 

Highlands Hold would liko lo send you news of Hie hotel and its special 
oFtens, Please lick the box if you would preler not to receive tins 
information. Your details will not be passed to atner organisations. □ 

Entries must be received by 2 April 201 0. 

Return your oompFeted entry form to: 

Highlands Hole I P Rue de la Corbiere, St. Brelade,, Jersey JE3 3HN. 









Advertising feature 

Choosing a school 



Deciding on a school for your children is 
a tremendously important choice. 

In many cases a child’s primary and secondary 
education can have repercussions throughout 
life. 

With growing concerns surrounding much of 
education in Britain today, it should come as lit- 
tle surprise that Christian schools maintain their 
popularity with parents, providing a strong spiri- 
tual and moral basis in all that they do. 

The more disciplined style of education seems to 
bear fruit and their academic results continue to 
impress and in many cases improve. 




The King's School 

Witney, Oxfordshire 



'A successful school where pupils are happy and parents 
overwhelmingly express their satisfaction with both the 
learning and the Christian ethos provided.' [Extract from 
latest inspection report] 

Open Morning (Primary) 
Saturday 13th March 
9.30 am - 12 noon 

See us in action, take a tour with a pupil guide, meet our 
staff and enjoy a warm welcome, with refreshments! 

For details and directions please contact us on 
primary@occ.org.uk or 01993 778463 
or visit www.occ.org.uk/tks 

The king ’.s Sc 



ANGLICAN SCHOOLS 

Anglican schools continue to be popular and are 
approached by parents from across the 
denominations, as well as other faiths, who wish 
to ensure that their children can enjoy a start to 
life based on a firm foundation. 

Faith based schools including Anglican, Roman 
Catholic and free church, therefore, often have 
entrance examinations to help them maintain 
their standards of excellence, or offer open days 
for parents and prospective pupils to look 
around at what is on offer. 

MORE TO SCHOOL THAN EXAMINATIONS 
It isn’t just the academic side of school that’s 
important, although we all know how much 
relevant examinations decide our futures, its all 
of the other activities as well. A good school 
will therefore be looking at Sport and the Arts. 
These both help to develop the whole person as 
we are each of us so much more than a bank of 
knowledge. Certain church schools are connect- 
ed to our cathedrals and abbeys and form the 
home of education for the choristers . When 
choosing a school it is important therefore to 
look very much at your child’s talents, attributes 
and emotional make up when choosing a school 
rather than simply how much closer it is to home. 

DECIDING ON THE FUTURE 
It’s a very similar story with further education 
and many pupils will be looking towards sub- 
jects to study a A Levels and then on towards 
Degrees or other forms of further education. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in 
deciding what path to follow, even when inher- 
ent talents seem to make the choice a little more 
obvious. There is also currently an emphasis in 
ongoing education, the idea being that there is 
always something new to learn. At all ages we 
are in a position to polish our skills or even 
acquire new ones. 



AUDITIONS 

FOR 

CHORISTERS AGED 7/8 

AT CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2010 

Substantial subsidy from 
the Cathedral puts this 
opportunity within the 
reach of many, many 
families. If you have a 
boy with a voice [we are 
looking for potential, not a 
trained singer] who enjoys 
singing and who you think 
might benefit from this 
wonderful opportunity, 
why not bring him along 
for an informal audition? 
There is nothing to lose 
and a great deal that your 
son could gain. For more 
information... 

... please contact Miss Diane Price, Admissions* Secretary 
0 1 865 24256 1 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
3 BREWER STREET, OXFORD OXI IQW 




Holidays at Home 



LYNTON DEVON | Sherborne 

Short breaks in Dorset 



A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House Hotel 

Silver Award 

Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 

situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 

Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



To advertise in 
The Wey call 
01752 225623 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



CORNWALL 

Bramble Cottage, Mousehole 

2 bedroom fisherman s cottage, 
magnificent views from all 
windows over Mousehole 
Harbour, Mounts Bay & The 
lizard Peninsula. On coastal 
path to Lamorna Cove etc 
For brochure 
call 01588 680316 



Sit Ives Carnmati 

Until Ma^ I “MID 

Shore off season breaks In ctvsy centrally heated 

rnnrigr- in riw 1 rrnrrr oF hr-.ai.mhil Sr Ivr*; 



O N LY £105 for 2 n igjits for 1 people 
£35 ptr night for additional night* 



Includes Forking, C. Heating, &cd linen 

TVI Aluc: 0 1 736 7*5081 or 07970 7370*7 



ChtrcHufood Valley 




SNOWDONIA 
NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside cottage 
in peaceful surroundings - glorious 
views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. Also 2 bedroom 
cottage style bungalow. 

Short Breaks available. 

01341450238 




CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes \ 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/ fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email : info @ cor nishholidayhomes .net 
www.cornishholiday homes .net 



Holidays Abroad 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www. wolsten homes ca uk 



CYPRUS - PEYIA 

Near Paphos and Coral Bay 
Spacious Apartment 
Patio, BBQ, Dist Sea View, 
Communal Pool 
A/C & Heaters. 

Walk to Tavernas. 
Available all year 
www. my h id eaway. co.uk 
01249 813729 



MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 



High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, close 
to shops & restaurants, short 
drive to sandy beaches. 



Tel 01934 852718 
bookings@menorcanvilla.info 



CYPRUS 



PAPHOS - 3 Bedroom 
ground floor apartment, 
small complex, pool, A/C, 
garden, close to amenities. 

No smokers 



Crispin Bickle: 01980 611372 
crispin.bickle@btinternet.com 
www.crispinbickle.co.uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



France 

2 well appointed 6 berth mobile 
homes available to rent in St 
Jean de Monts, Vendee and La 
Foret-Fouesnant, Brittany. 
Very reasonable rates & possible 
discounted ferry fares. 

To find out what dates are still 
available give us a call on 
01225 754 892 



OBERAMMERGAU 

2010 

PASSION PLAY TOURS 



Places available August & September 2010 

\\ \vw.{ th v. ra rn rn i! rj* a u . w trl jh .o i rn 

tel OSOU 04 39 384 

CAMINO 




HOLIDAYS • RETREATS 
• CONFERENCES 



Torquay, Devon 

For full programme details 
t;0J303 329333 
e: info^brimcliEiajiof.LDiii 



((_)/ J Brunei Manor 

J (Lhrlsdu hetklar awMcrjfiM ;;nir: 



The Highbury Centre, 
London. 

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 

www.thehighburycentre.org 



Perfect Family Holidays 

On 5-star Littlesea Holiday Park at Weymouth 
- voted Best Holiday Park in UK 
Swimming pools, sports facilities, restaurant, 
bars, entertainment 

Some dates still available (not school holidays) 
For details call 07811 343335. 




Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 

HURRY. PRICE INCREASE DUE IN APRIL 

£20 OFF WITH THIS ADVERT & GET LAST YEARS PRICE 



superb annual multi trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
For more information and 

travel 






details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the ESA. 



INSURANCE 
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Letters 




Comment 

by Colin Fletcher 

Being in Lent 



r I to many people about 

Lent and the thing that they 
will focus on is ‘giving some- 
m thing up’ for it - be that 
chocolates, alcohol or whatever. Others 
will speak about adding things to their 
lives - or dropping things from them - 
in order to make more time for read- 
ing, or praying, or reflection, or study 
groups, or services. 

All these spiritual disciplines have 
their place and are tried and tested 
ways of getting the best out of this sea- 
son in the Church’s year. Certainly it is 
not the place of a bishop to discourage 
people from doing them. Yet there is 
always the danger that we end up 
replacing one form of activity with 
another and Lent becomes just another 
busy time of the year. 

It was in that context that I decided 
to make some space this Lent just to 
‘be’ in the deaneries. In addition to 
the two Lent courses that I will be lead- 
ing in Henley and Woodstock I will be 
in each of the other five Deaneries of 
the Dorchester Area, simply being and 
praying for the inside of a day. 

The danger, of course, is that it 
becomes just another thing that clergy 
and laity feel that they ‘ought to turn 
up at’ - and that would, in all likeli- 
hood, be counter-productive. 

My hope is that people will feel able 
to use these (or not) as they want. 

Some will choose not to come, others 
will be there for part of the day, and yet 
others for the whole time from 10.00am 
until 3.00pm. And for all those who are 
there, my hope is that it will be a time 
‘to be’. To be in silence with God - as 
Jesus was in the wilderness. 

And what do I think I will gain from 
it? The answer is that I don’t know - 
though I do know that God’s still small 
voice often needs silence in order to be 
heard and I’m looking forward to what- 
ever are the surprises the He has in 
store, not just for me but for all of us, 
by being in Lent. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is Bishop of 

Dorchester. 



i 



LIVING S fiO 



SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 



I 




A hard working artisan, Joseph the Carpenter is 
celebrated in the Church calender on 1 9 March. 





Thought for 


fl 


the month 


< 1 


by David Winter 



All spoke well of (Jesus) and were amazed 
at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth. They said , "Is not this Joseph's 
son?" Luke 4:22. 

J 'oseph was the father of probably the 
most famous man who ever lived, but 
e know very little about him for certain 
beyond the sparse references to him in 
the Gospels. Both Luke and Matthew 
name him as the ‘father’ of Jesus, while 
also asserting that the child was born of 
a virgin. 

Even if he wasn’t what we call his ‘bio- 
logical’ father, it was important to them 
that he was a distant descendant of the 
great King David - a necessary qualifica- 
tion for the Messiah. The rather creative 
genealogy with which Matthew opens 
his Gospel traces the descent of Jesus 
from Abraham, by way of David, to the 
humble carpenter of Nazareth, Joseph, 
who was ‘espoused’ to a young girl 
called Mary. It is obvious that Joseph was 
poor, because he was allowed to offer 
the poor man’s sacrifice of two pigeons 
or turtle doves at the presentation of his 
infant son. 

The observation of the crowd, above, 
is also evidence that no one expected 
eloquence or wisdom from this man’s 
son. Jesus was born into a poor family, 
with a doubtless hard-working artisan as 
his father. There would surely have been 
few luxuries in that little home at 
Nazareth. Matthew begins his birth nar- 
rative with the bald statement that Mary 
was engaged to Joseph, but before they 
lived together she became pregnant 
‘with child from the Holy Spirit’ . 

Joseph was not apparently privy to 
the divine intervention in her life, and 
drew the obvious conclusion: it was 



another man’s child. However, he was 
not the sort of man who wished to dis- 
grace her publicly, so he resolved to ‘dis- 
miss her quietly’ — end their engage- 
ment without fuss, we might say. 

However, at that point Joseph had the 
first of four dreams in which he felt the 
guidance of God. In this one, he was 
told by ‘an angel of the Lord’ not to 
hesitate to take Mary as his wife, 
because the child conceived in her was 
‘from the Holy Spirit’. More than that, 
the baby was to be named ‘Jesus’ 

(Yeshua — ‘Joshua’, ‘saviour’) because 
he will ‘save his people from their sins’. 

On waking, Joseph did as he had been 
instructed and took Mary as his wife. So 
far as Joseph himself is concerned we 
can be sure of a few things. In human 
and legal terms he was the father of 
Jesus, he was a carpenter and (a conclu- 
sion one has to draw from the other ref- 
erences to him in the Gospels) he had 
died before Jesus began his public min- 
istry. The little we know of him strongly 
points to a devout, fair and sensitive 
man, one who shared Mary’s anxiety 
when the young Jesus went missing in 
Jerusalem (Luke 2:48) and who presum- 
ably taught his son the trade of a car- 
penter. 

Joseph has become an icon of the 
working man - there are many churches 
nowadays dedicated to ‘Joseph the 
Worker’. He can stand in the calendar 
of saints for the ’ordinary’ man, a 
straightforward craftsman who never 
expected or chose to be in the spotlight 
of history. He did what he could, and he 
was obedient to everything that he 
believed God required of him. To do 
the ‘ordinary’ thing well, to be kind, 
caring and open to guidance: these are 
great gifts, and Joseph seems to have 
had them in abundance. 

Canon David Winter is a former Dicoesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, farmer BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Competition Winners 

Judy England from Gerrards Cross; 
Alison Shaw from Stand lake; Patri- 
cia Napper from Sutton Courtenay; 
Colin Dutton from Slough and 
Matthew Caminer from Old Windsor 
were the winners of the competition 
featured in the February issue of The 
Door and have all won a copy of 
‘ Pocket Prayers for Troubled Times' 
by the Bishop of Oxford. 



& comment 



Letters 



Are you staying for coffee? 

Coffee is often offered after church by vol- 
unteers so that congregation members can 
pause for a short time of fellowship. 

I am amazed by how often the conversa- 
tion around the coffee table centres on the 
coffee. Instant or freshly ground? Warm or 
cold milk? Caffeinated or decaffeinated? 
Cups, mugs or plastic containers? Is there 
a risk assessment document? I have heard: 
“It is too strong, too weak, too little, too 
much, too hot, too cold." 

I’m usually grateful for any offering. If I 
had specific requirements, I could stop for 
a chat and make ‘my perfect cuppa’ when I 
get home and I think some do. Next time 
you pause for a coffee after church, enjoy 
the fellowship, and appreciate what is on 
offer. If you think you can do better, please 
volunteer to be on the rota or you may find 
we are running out of volunteer coffee mak- 
ers! 

Hazel Driver, Upper Basildon 

I completely agree - so long as it’s 
Fairtrade - Editor. 



Under the Broad Walk 

It is always a pleasure to read the Door as 
a URC member married to an Anglican. 

Most times I agree with the viewpoint put 
forward and we both agree that it is hard to 
get a Christian point of view across to an 
apparently unbelieving world. 

But I must comment on the feature on 
page nine of the February issue. The photo 
of the meadow walk shows the view 
towards the river Thames from the Mead- 
ows Building of Christ Church College, and 
not the 'Broad Walk' (5) shown on the plan 
of the walk. 

The name for the avenue shown in your 
photograph is the New Walk according to 
sources at Christ Church College. It does 
remind me of a similar view of 'the Broad 
Walk' from my youth, when the elms rose 
magnificently towards the River Cherwell 
through the meadows. Sadly they were 
felled due to Dutch Elm disease some 
years ago. 

David Cook, Cowley, Oxford 




Comings and Goings " 

The Revd Jeremy Brooks will take up post 
as Team Rector in Beaconsfield, 
Amersham; The Revd Paul Mansell will 
take up post as Vicar at Forest Edge, 
Chipping Norton; The Revd Will Pearson- 
Gee will take up post as Rector of 
Buckingham; The Revd Mike Payne has 
moved from Chenies and Little Chalfont 
with Latimer and Flaunden to take up post 
as Honorary Priest in Charge at Tollerton 
in Southwell Diocese; The Revd Richard 
Marshall has been given permission to 
officiate. We recall with sadness the 
deaths of The Revd Fred Wood from 
Sandhurst, Surrey and The Revd Canon 
Fred Collins from Woodley, Berkshire. 
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Ruth Conway tells Jo 
Duckies how an appreciation 
for creation, and an 
understanding of science and 
technology, inspires her work 
looking after the planet. 



T ransforming a derelict 

churchyard into a haven for 
wildlife and biodiversity in a 
built up area of Oxford is 
one of Ruth’s many 

environmental achievements. Another is 
promoting the Commonwheels Car Club 
in the east Oxford area, a car share 
scheme that has proved so popular it has 
seen around 70 fewer cars on the streets 
of Oxford. 

At 73, the grandmother of seven 
admits she does not take enough time to 
relax. She travels all over Europe, by bus 
to keep her carbon footprint low, to con- 
tribute to a variety of Christian initiatives 
tackling environmental issues. When I 
visited Ruth she was busy preparing for 
‘Living Hope: Green Churches, Green 
Schools’, an event taking place in Great 
Missenden, Buckinghamshire on 
Saturday 6 March. “Conferences like this 
are a chance to get together, share stories 
and change our fundamental mindset,” 
says Ruth. 



‘It was about giving the 
Gospel hands and feet. ’ 



The daughter of Methodist missionaries, 
Ruth lived in the West Indies until at 11 
she was sent to a Methodist boarding 
school in England. She went on to study 
physics at Manchester University. She 
says: “I was always very keen to follow in 
the footsteps of my parents and become a 
faithful Christian, but it’s when I went to 
university and joined the Student 
Christian Movement that faith became a 
crucial exploration for me. It was about 
giving the Gospel hands and feet. 




Ruth explains the Labyrinth to American students in St Mary and St 
John Churchyard. Photo by Martin Hodson. Inset, Ruth as a Community 
Environment Champion. 



“For me what was important was the 
excitement of sharing doubts, difficulties 
and joys of faith across a wide spectrum, 
and working out what that meant.” She 
says studying science helped reinforce 
her sense of wonder at God’s creation. “I 
was reading, and still read, the books of 
the Bible in their different contexts. 
Genesis contains marvellous poems that 
point to God's purposes of love behind 
creation and our responsibility within the 
Covenant relationship God offers us,” 
says Ruth. 

A study for the British Council of 
Churches saw Ruth exploring the link 
between science and technology. She 
says: “Technology starts with deciding 
your end point (a value judgement about 
what you are aiming for) , whereas science 
is an open exploration. 

“The values embedded in technology 
then become the values of society and the 
individual. Technologies have gone sour 
because the design process all too often 
leaves out questions of social and envi- 
ronmental impact so that the finite 



resources of the 
earth are being^ 
exhausted and 
the life-sustaining cycles of nature dis- 
rupted.” 

Shortly after getting married, Ruth 
moved to Geneva with her husband, 
Martin, who was working for the World 
Student Christian Federation. “I had the 
privilege of meeting people from all over 
the world, especially Christians from 
many different cultures, and that broad- 
ened my experience and sympathies,” she 
says. The Conways came back to England 
for three years, before another four year 
spell in Geneva, with Martin working for 
the World Council of Churches. 
Returning to the UK saw Ruth complete 
a PGCE in science education and go on 
to teach for 10 years. 

In the 1990s Ruth wrote Choices at the 
Heart of Technology - a Christian perspective. 
Each chapter starts with a Biblical quota- 
tion and analyses how that quotation 
sheds light on God's purposes in creation 
and how technologies might be designed 



within that frame, rather than, for 
instance, building our own self-aggrandising 
towers of Babel. 

She joined the Christian Ecology Link 
and explored the link between faith, and 
care for the whole web of life. “I’m 
passionate about the fact that to meet the 
challenge of sustaining life we need a 
spiritual conversion. We need to under- 
stand the extent to which what we are 
buying and using ultimately has an 
impact on the planet’s resources and the 
life of our neighbours worldwide and to 



‘ Christian hope focuses on 
community . 5 



work out with others what it means to 
respond and live in a way that will safe- 
guard creation and promote justice. 

“We should then critically reflect on 
whether our treasure is in the things we 
possess or in the quality of our relation- 
ships. Christian hope focuses on commu- 
nity, on caring first and foremost for 
those on the underside of our false 
expectations of endless economic 
growth, in which we forget that econom- 
ics is a subset of ecology, not the other 
way round. 

“We have reached such a critical stage 
in climate change that we in the rich 
nations are going to have to live different- 
ly, with a far deeper sense of our relation- 
ship to the natural order and to each 
other across the global human community. 
Let’s seize the opportunity to slow down, 
live more sensitively and be less 
burdened by possessions and status. The 
Christian Church is called at this point to 
provide models of supportive, hopeful, 
joyful communities.” 

Ruth and Martin have two daughters, one son and 
seven grandchildren. Ruth is a member of die Oxford 
Diocesan Environment Group, Christian Ecology 
Link, the leadership team of the European Christian 
Environmental Network, and on the hoard of 
Operation No a h . She worships at St Mary and 
St John, east Oxford. For more information 
about the Great Missenden Conference call 
01235 850267. 
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Organist 

St John the Baptist Little Missenden 

An historic Buckinghamshire village church with a 
strong musical tradition is looking for an ORGANIST 
The weekly Sunday services are 10.30am (with a mix 
of sung Eucharist, family service and morning prayer) 
and 6pm choral evensong. 

RSCM rates - the organ is a Harrison and Harrison. 



Applications to the Revd.John Simpson, 

The Parish Office, St John the Baptist Church, 
Little Missenden HP7 ORA 

Tel: 01494 862008 Email: office@lmchurch.org 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 
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We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.oiff.iik 

Tel: 01 180 849582 
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To advertise in The Door 
please call the sales 
team on 01752 225623 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 



www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 









